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Water From the Rock (20:1-13)

A brief note isinserted ealy in the chapter concerning the deah of Miriam. It isto be
noted that in kegoing with Hisword, Godwould nat al ow any of the previous generation
except Caleb and Joshuato enter Canaan.

Just as their fathers and mothers had grumbled against Moses, so now did the children.
A dispute broke out over thefad that therewas nowater in the camp andthe people again
rosein oppaitionto Moses. Again they raise the mmplaint that they would rather have
stayed in Egypt than had Moses lead them out into this desert.

Moses and Aaron appeded to the LORD and the glory of the LORD appeaed to them.
Godtold Moses to take his gaff, gather the people together, and spe&k to the rock. The
rock would then pou out water.
M oses gathered the people and reprimanded them, then he struck the rock with his staff
and water flowed out. Foll owing this, God was angry with Moses, “because you did not
trust in me enowgh to hona meashay inthe sight of the Isradites.” Moseswastold that
he would na enter the promised land either.
»  What could the people have doreinstead of grumbling about theladk of water?
» Hadthe LORD redly withdrawn His suppat from them?

» How did Godrespondto the people's $n?
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> What wasit that caused God to beangry with Moses? Consider it onthebasis
of (a) Moses' mood when he addressed the peoplein v10 (b) Moses' prideas
evidenced in v10 (¢) Moses disobedience to God's word

> Some people have thought that Moses sin at Kadesh was the fact that he
struck the rock instead of speaking to it as God had said. Although it istrue
that he did not strictly follow the word of the LORD, Psalm 106:32-33
indicate that Moses' rash words were an even bigger problem.

> M oses faced the results of his sin on earth, but ow was Moses saved from
eternal death because of his sin? See Hebrews 11:24-28

Edom Denies | srael Passage (20:14-21)

The Edomites were the descendants of Esau who had years before been cheated out of his birthright by
Jacob (Gen 36). Thus Edom and Israel had not gotten along well. Edom wastheterritory to the southeast
of Canaan and the Israelites preferred to pass through Edom to get to Canaan rather than go through the
desert around it.

M oses sent messengers to the king of Edom asking permission to pass through. Moses promised that
Israel would not steal anything from the vineyards or the wells of Edom. They would stay on the main
road and simply pass. Edom responded that they could not go through. Moses again promised that they

would pay for anything they used in their country. In response, Edom sent out an army to keep Israel from
crossing into their land. Israel was forced to go south around Edom.

The Death of Aaron (20:22-29)

The time had come for Aaron to die. Aaron was the brother of Moses and also the first high priest, so
before his death Eleazar his son was made high priest in the sight of al the people.

»  Why couldn’t Aaron enter the promised land?
»  Why do you think God made the transfer of the priesthood so visible to all the people?
»  Why wasit important that Israel have ahigh priest at all times?

» How isthe death of Aaron described in v24? What comfort is that description to us?
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