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Others Noticethe lsradite“ I nvasion”

Under the mighty hand of God, the Isradites were quickly advancing into Canaan. They
were moving up the eastern side of the Jordan and their armies were cnquering the
inhabitantswith ease. It looked likeit would not belong before they would crossover the
Jordan and enter the heat of the land. Other nations were beginning to take natice
Particularly Moab to the eat. “Moab was fill ed with dread because of the Isradites.”

|. Balak, King of Moab (22:1-4)

. Balak Summons Balaam (22:5-7)

Balak wasvery afraid of the Israditeadvance For all heknew, the nationwould comeand
attadk him as well. He watched how easily the Isradites defeded athers who hed orce
defeded hisown armies.

CURSE
Balak deades that the only way to stop the Israditesisto try
tofindaprophet whowould deli ver to them acursefrom God. To ask Godto
Balak sent for Balaam to dothe job.Balak would also seethat bring evil on
Balaan would be well paid for cursing Israd. someone dse

. Balaam Deddes What to Do (22:8-20)

When presented with the request, Balaam tell s the representatives of Balak to spendthe
night and he would find out from the LORD whether or not he shoud curse Israd. The
LORD, of course, told Balaan during the night in no uncertain terms that Israd was
blessed by Him and Balaan had better not try to curse them.

The next morning Balaan tell s the Moabites that he canna curse the Israglites. “The
LORD hasrefused to let me go with you,” he said.

Balak, king of Moab, assumed that Balaam just needed more money. He sent ancther
delegationto Balak off ering him even moreif hewould agreeto curselsrad. Onceagain,
Balaam instructed the men to wait overnight and he would find out what the LORD had

to say.

Thistime, God all ows Balaam to go with the Moabites, but gives him firm instructions
to him to spe& only asthe LORD would dred him.
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V. Balaam’s Donkey Speaks (22:21-33)

As Balaan traveled on with the Moabites, God becane very angry with him. Apparently, Balaan
intended to curse Israd anyway andtake the money from Moab even though Godhad told him thiswould
not happen. The LORD came and Hocked the path onwhich Balaan was traveling.

Thedonkey Balaan wasriding saw theangel of the LORD standing in theroad with asword in hishand.
The donkey turned off into afield and Balaan bea the donkey to get her badk ontheroad. The angel of
the LORD appeaed again between two vineyards. The road was narrow and there was awall on either
side. The donkey turned off into the wall and crushed Balaam’' sfoot against it. Balaam bea the donkey
again to get her badk onthe road. A third time the angel appeaed at a placein the road that was
narrow there was no placefor the donkey to go. The donkey stopped and lay down ontheroad. Balaan
becane furious and bed the donkey again.

The LORD opened the donkey’ s mouth and she spoke to Balaan and said, “What have | doreto youto
makeyoubeda methesethreetimes. .. am| not your own donkey, which you have alwaysridden, to this
day? Have | been in the habit of doing thisto you?’

Then Balaan’'s eyes were opened and he saw what the donkey had seen alrealy threetimes— the angel
of the LORD blocking his path.

God spoketo Balaan telli ng him that his path was a“recless one.” Balaan had intended to ad against
God swill . Godindicaed to Balaan that the donkey had saved hislife. If she had nat turned off the path,
Balaan would have been kill ed.

V. Balaam Reactsto the LORD’s Appearance (22:34-39)

Balaan appeas to be humbled by this experience He admits that he has sinned against God and offers
to go badck. Godtold him to continue on, bu only to spesk what he was told.

Meanwhile, Balak had head that Balaam was coming and went out to med him. A bit of comedy can
befoundin theway that Balak gredshim. Of al things, Balak isfrustrated at Balaam for taking so long
to arrive!

Balaan lets Balak know right away that he can only spe& as the LORD gives him the words. Truly,

Balak will bein for quite asurprise. He thought he had hired a prophetic ‘hit man,” but he would get
something quite diff erent.
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Section Review
[/11. Balak, King of M oab/Balak Summons Balaam

1. Who was Balak?
2. Why was Balak concerned about the Israglite advance into Canaan?
3. What was Balak’s plan to stop the Israglites?

[11. Balaam Decides What to Do

1. How did Balaam respond to the M oabites?

2. What indications are there in this section that Balaam did not really want to do God's will?
3. What kind of a prophet do you think Balaam really was?

4. Arethere people like Balaam today? What should we do if we meet one? (Rom 16:17)

V. Balaam’s Donkey Speaks

1. How did God appear to Balaam while he was going to meet Balak?
2. What did the donkey say to Balaam?
3. What did the LORD say to Balaam?

V. Balaam’s Reactsto the LORD’s Appearance

1. How did Balaam act after God had appeared to him?
2. What do think we can learn from this lesson about:
a. True prophets of God
b. God'’s intent to preserve his chosen people
c¢. God's reaction to those who oppose Him

d. God's ahility to carry out Hiswill
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Balaam Speaks

Balaamisredlly in hot water now. He knowsthat if he blesses|srael, Balak will probably
kill him and if he curses Israel, God will probably kill him.

The LORD Speaksto Balaam Again (23:1-5)
Balaam builds some altars and offers sacrifice on them as if he is trying to get God to
change his mind and allow him to curse Israel. God is not fooled. The LORD answers
saying, “Go back to Balak and give him this message . . .”

Balaam's First Oracle (23:6-12)

Instead of curses, only blessingsfor Isragl would come out of Balaam’s mouth. Balak, of
course, isangry at the way things are going.

Balaam’s Second Oracle (23:13-26)

Again Balaam speaks, but nothing but good words for Isragl comes out of his mouth.

Section Review

® Discover the “themes’ of Balaam’s first two oracles
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