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A Note About the Devotions

This set of devotions was originally distributed in 2006 via an e-mail list.
The archives of this list can be accessed at:

www.ymlp.com/pubarchive.php?dschaller

Minor edits have been made, but these devotions bagcally stand as they
first appeared.

There is a devotion for each day in Lent. (There ae none for the Sundays
since they are not historically part of the Lenten season.) In addition, an
Easter devotion has been added at the end of the boklet.

These meditations were written by various pastors in the Church of the
Lutheran Confession (CLC) and are reprinted here that you may be
further strengthened by God's word during this impo rtant time of year.

Easter Sunday

Matthew 28:2-6  And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came ad rolled back the
stone from the door, and sat on it. His countenance was like lightning,
and his clothing as white as snow. And the guards ook for fear of him,
and became like dead men. But the angel answered ad said to the
women, "Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay."

THE EMPTY GRAVE

The earth begins to rumble, tremble and shake. A fiery
figure comes streaking across the sky, down to thegarden
-- a young man dressed in a brilliant, shining whit e robe.
He advances to the grave as Roman soldiers cower in
fright, spread-eagled on their faces, shaking.

Nor have those legionnaires misjudged the strength of this single shining
soldier of the heavenly host. With a flick of the wrist he sends the great
rock rolling from its slot at the mouth of the tomb , toppling to the ground
some distance away. The angel then calmly walks tdhe stone and seats
himself on it, plainly unimpressed by the wax remai ns of the imperial
seal of Tiberius Augustus Caesar.

The grave in the garden was revealed to be empty whn the angel rolled
the stone from its mouth. It had been empty ever since, in the darkness
before dawn, the soul of Jesus re-entered His undeayed body -- and the
limbs stirred, the heart again began beating. His body was restored to
life, glorified. Jesus then left the sepulcher. The great stone could not
prevent it -- and was left to guard His now unneeded grave clothes.

The resurrection from the dead -- that's what we celebrate today. Jesus
physically returned to life from the dead. That's w hat the angel told the
women. That's what the apostles' finally believed and taught and died
confessing. That's why the original Greek of the cieed named for them
says, "l believe in the resurrection of the flesh".

It was the physical body of Jesus the crucified Chiist that returned to life
from death on the first Easter morning.

HALLELUJAH! AMEN!
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Week 7, Saturday — Holy Saturday

Matthew 27:62-66  On the next day, which followed the Day of
Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gatheed together to Pilate,
saying, "Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that deceiver
said, 'After three days | will rise.' Therefore command that the tomb be
made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal
Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen fromthe dead.' So the last
deception will be worse than the first." Pilate said to them, "You have a
guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know bw." So they went
and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and seing the guard.

THE SECURE GRAVE

Many cemeteries are enclosed with high fences. Afte all, you can't be too
careful. Who knows when someone inside may make a beak for it? Not!
The sad fact is there is a need to guard against viadals and grave robbers.

That was also the point made by the Jewish delegatbn that went to Pilate
the day after Jesus' death and burial. In fact, might they not have used
the very expression we just did? "You can't be toocareful! If someone
breaks into the grave of Jesus and steals the bodythis man will cause us
more trouble after his death than he did before it."

There are those today who promote the idea that Jesis didn't actually die
on the cross. But those who put the Rabbi from Nazaeth to death -- the
Jewish council, the Roman procurator, the Roman detail the centurion
headed up -- they all knew Jesus was dead. They didot set their guard
to keep Jesus in but to keep His disciples out. Andonce again they were
successful. No disciple broke into Jesus grave.

So it is that those who opposed Christ long ago aatally speak against the
lies of those who deny His death and resurrection today. The glorious
grace of God uses even the efforts of sinful unbekf to work His gracious
will.

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;

Christ has burst the gates of hell.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 193:2)
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Week 1, Wednesday — Ash Wednesday

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid them-selves
from the presence of the Lord God among the trees d the garden.

ASHES OF REPENTANCE

It didn't take long for Adam and Eve to discover th at hiding from God
didn't obscure what they had done nor did their hid ing take away their
sin.

All of Adam's children tend to do the same thing as Adam. Instead of
laying their sins before God in repentance, they sesk to hide them away,
pretending God can't see them.

But this silly game of hide and seek doesn't reallyhide our sins from God,
and it certainly doesn't take them away. Thankfully, God has sought us
out by the Gospel and washed our sins away with theblood of His Son
(Colossians 1:13-14).

Sins will never become pretty things which we are proud of. But through

Christ we become willing to display them to the world. We don't display

our sins to brag about how great they are, but to $iow great and merciful
our Savior is.

The Apostle Paul considered himself to be the worstof sinners, and
didn't shy away from saying so. He knew that in the forgiveness he
received the grace of grace of God was displayed.

"Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners -- of whom | am the worst. But for
that very reason | was shown mercy so that in me, he worst of sinners,
Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those
who would believe on him and receive eternal” ( 1 Timothy 1:15-16).

Today is Ash Wednesday. It isn't unusual to see peple wearing ashes in
the shape of a cross on their forehead. This is howwe should bear our
sins in this world. Openly, and with the purpose of drawing attention to
the cross, where ours and all sins were paid for.



Week 1, Thursday

Revelation 5:5-6a "... See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Rmt of

David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.”

Then | saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain,standing in the center
of the throne . . .

IN LIKE A LAMB, BACK LIKE A LION

Here John is directed to see a Lion, but when he loks, he sees a Lamb
instead.

They say that the month of March "comes in like a roaring lion, and goes
out like a gentle lamb." But Jesus did the opposite. He came into this
world like a gentle Lamb, but will return like a mi ghty Lion.

The lambs that the Jews sacrificed at the Temple hal to be perfect. No
broken legs. No bad eyes. Nothing could be damagea@n the lamb
brought for sacrifice.

As the lamb that would be sacrificed for our sins, Jesus had to be perfect
too. He couldn't have any sins of meanness. He coudn't have any sins of
greed. To be our perfect sacrifice, Jesus couldnthave any sins at all.

In stories, when good wins over evil, the hero usudly triumphs by some
show of force. Luke Skywalker defeated Darth Vaderin a great light-
saber duel. Sleeping Beauty's prince slew the drago with a sword.

But in the real world, how did Jesus win the victor y for us? He died. It
looked like He had been defeated! But through His suffering and death
Jesus destroyed all the power of sin, death and theDeuvil.

Ever seen a lion lying on the savanna
in Africa? Only the stupid animals
mess with the king of the jungle. He is
too fierce and powerful for them.

In the same way, when Jesus returns
to collect His followers, His enemies
will not be able to stop Him: not
death, not the devil and not the grave.

Week 7, Friday — Good Friday

Luke 23:44-46 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. T hen the sun was
darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two. And when Jesus
had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, into Your hands |
commit My spirit." Having said this, He breathed Hi s last.

GOOD FRIDAY

He died. Jesus, the Son of God, died.
Dead. The soldiers examined Him to be sure.
No mistake about it.

No mistake? No mistake?! The kindest, strongest, mast thoughtful man
who ever lived -- innocent even of the daily mistakes, misdeeds and sins
that afflict us -- is gruesomely executed as the lavest of criminals -- and
you say no mistake?

Yes. No mistake. For, you see, this was all part of5od's plan to free sinful
mankind from the just condemnation we deserved for our sins. No
mistake, because on Calvary God turned evil back oritself and used
man'’s injustice, the condemnation of the innocent Son of God, to work
the ultimate justice of God.

No mistake because He chose to die. Death didn't thke Him, He took
death. He came into this world to destroy Him who h ad the power over
death, Satan himself. And on the Cross, having defated the devil, He
turned to death and defeated it also. For us. All for us.

How could we call the remembering of this day
anything but good? Good Friday.

His love, what human thought can reach,
What mortal tongue portray?
Imagination's utmost stretch

In wonder dies away.

He left His radiant throne on high,
Left realms of heavenly bliss
And came to earth to bleed and die,
Was ever love like this?

(The Lutheran Hymnal, 363:2-3)
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Week 7, Thursday — Maundy Thursday

Matthew 26:41  "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. T he
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

OUR FAITH'S STRENGTH

On the way to Gethsemane we are not surprised to har Peter say, "Even
if | have to die with you, | will never deny you" ( Matthew 26:34).

We know He has a big heart. He really does love Jass. But while he
asserts the depth of his love for Jesus, he refuseso listen to Him. He
thinks he knows better. Surely he knows his own heat.

No, he doesn't, does he? Jesus knows Peter betteihan the disciple
knows himself. He knows Peter's heart -- how his love, though real, is too
much sentiment and not enough steel, too much Simon the cocksure son
of Jonas and not enough Peter the Rock, the Rock whbse strength is a
larger Rock, the Rock of Ages, the Rock of his salation.

Peter wouldn't listen, even though Jesus warned him again in the garden
that Thursday night, putting His finger exactly on Peter's problem, "The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Is your love for Jesus, your faith in Christ, like Peter's was that night he
denied Christ? Are you also so sure your love willprove faithful that you
need not take time to examine your heart with care?

"Of course not," you say. But how much time did you spend in self-
examination the last time you came to the Lord's Table? How much time
have you set aside daily for the strengthening of your faith through the
use of the Word of Christ? Do you put yourself in temptation's line of fire
because you are sure of your faith's strength?

Let's remember our strength as Christians is not in our faith itself -- that
is, in our ability to believe, to trust, to be confident. Our faith's strength is
not in itself, in our believing, but in Christ our Lord.

That we might not be lost to Him but grow in faith, Jesus comes to usin
His Word and leads us to rest our hearts on that Word which creates
faith in His redeeming love for us. Our faith's str ength is the love of
Christ for us, the love of Him who did indeed lay d own His life for your
sake and mine.
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Week 1, Friday

Luke 18:10-14 Two men went up to the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed
about himself: "God, | thank you that | am not
like other men -- robbers, evildoers, adulterers --
or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week
and give a tenth of all | get. But the tax collector
stood at a distance. He would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast and said, "God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.” | tell you that this man,
rather than the other, went home justified before G od. For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.

1 Timothy 2:8 1 desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting . . .

DIRTY HANDS

As a child | was taught to pray with my hands folded and my head bowed.
But some pray with their hands held up. Perhaps this "open-palmed"
prayer stance is meant to remind us that we have ndhing to offer God,
but He has much to give us.

Paul desires prayer done with "holy" hands. Of course, our sin dirtied
hands can only be cleansed in the blood of Jesus. Bt as long as we clutch
our grubby sins through impenitence our hands will remain dirtied by
sin's black residue.

The Pharisee in Jesus' parable was doing just thisand didn't even know
it. He stood up proudly claiming that his hands wer e clean before God.
Though they were filthy with sin. Sadly, his hands remained dirty when
he left God's temple.

The tax collector also held up dirty hands before God. But he knew his
hands were dirty. There is no self-righteous pride in his prayer, only an
admission of guilt and an asking for mercy.

Jesus says this man went home with clean hands. Fowhen the Christian
lifts up his sin dirtied hands in repentance, he fi nds that God has washed
them clean.



Week 1, Saturday

Proverbs 12:1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he vino
hates correction is stupid.

DON'T BE STUPID

Many people believe that God's law sucks all the fun right out of life. But
the this couldn't be farther from the truth. God do esn't tell us how to live
so that he can keep us from enjoying life, God telk us how to live so that
we will be blessed in this life. When obeyed, God'slaws keep us from
hurting others and ourselves.

The God who made flowers smell pleasant, sunsets giw and birds sing is
not a God who dislikes happiness. When God attemptsto correct us with
His law, His intention is to lead us to blessing and happiness. When we
wriggle away from God's guiding hand because we think we know the
way to happiness better than He does, we deserve tdave "stupid”
tattooed right on our foreheads. In wriggling away from God's hand, we
are wriggling away from the source of all good things!

The Bible teaches that the most important thing that God's law does is
show us that we are sinners. God's law "shows our &" so that God's
Gospel can "show our Savior." But when we refuse tte discipline of God's
law and insist on gazing lovingly (or at least excusingly) at our sin, then
it's impossible for us to see our Savior. Impenitence keeps us from the
greatest blessing that God's hand gives -- forgiveress of sins.

If we were to lose out on eternal communion with our Creator God
because we loved sin more than God's discipline tha would be
undeniably stupid!

Instead, we accept the discipline of our loving Father in heaven. We
repent of our sins, and watch as the floodgates ofHis love wash over us.

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselvg and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John1:8-9).

Week 7, Wednesday — Holy Week

Matthew 26:14-16 Then one of the Twelve -- the one called Judas
Iscariot -- went to the chief priests and asked, "What are you willing to
give me if | hand him over to you?" So they countedout for him thirty

silver coins. From then on Judas watched
for an opportunity to hand him over.

HOW LONG?

On a Tuesday those conspiring to kill Jesus agreedhey would not arrest
Him that week -- not while Jerusalem was full of Passover pilgrims. On
Thursday night they sent soldiers and temple guards into Gethsemane to
capture Christ. What changed their minds? On Wednesday night (this is
not a job for broad daylight) Judas met with his Ma ster's enemies.

It would be interesting to ask Judas how it all came about -- just what
was going through his mind. We will never get the chance.

Besides, why talk to Judas? This text, after all, 5 not really about Judas;
it is about you and about me. We might be surprised that Jesus did not
dismiss the greedy Judas weeks before that night, lut we ought not
marvel that Jesus was patient with Judas, but that He is so patient with
us.

How long has Jesus waited for me to put away thoseugly pet sins into
which | keep falling? How long has Jesus been waitng for you to put
away the love of this world and to really dedicate your life to him? How
long has our Lord waited for us to clear sinful pri de, lack of forgiveness
for others, and the love of sin out of our hearts and to replace these with
the loving patience, self denial, and obedience Hehimself demonstrated?

How we ought to fall on our knees this Holy Week and thank our Lord
that He is so patient with us. Judas ultimately rej ected his Lord's call to
turn and repent. For Judas now there is hell to pay (really!), as there will
also be hell to pay for anyone who allows sin to live unabated in his heart.

Sin cannot go unchecked in our lives without eventually destroying
saving faith. We might hide our sins from others but Jesus sees. Jesus
knows. In great patience He calls to each one of ugo turn from those
sins to Him and find in His forgiveness the strengt h to live as His
disciples.
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Week 7, Tuesday — Holy Week

Matthew 26:1-5 Jesus. . . told his disciples, "You know that the
Passover will take place in two days, and the Son bMan will be handed
over to be crucified."” Then the high priests and the elders of the people
assembled in the courtyard of the high priest, who was named Caiaphas.

They conspired to arrest Jesus by treachery and tdkill him. But they kept
saying, "This must not happen during the festival, lest there be a riot
among the people.”

MAN PROPOSES, GOD DISPOSES

On Tuesday of Passover Week, while teaching in th&emple for the last
time, Jesus told the pointed parable of the wicked share-croppers who
would not give the owner of the vineyard his due -- and finally killed the
son he sent (Matthew 21). When the religious leades heard this story,
they knew it was aimed at them. They called a meetng of the Sanhedrin
that evening in Jerusalem. They met at the very sare time that Jesus was
meeting with His disciples some 2 miles distant -- on the other side of the
Mt of Olives.

So, while Jesus was telling His disciples that He would be arrested and
killed that Passover, the conspirators who planned to do this kept
reminding each other that "This must not happen dur ing the festival, lest
there be a riot among the people."”

But from the inception of the Jewish nation the LOR D had made plain
that His redemption of sinners would come through a substitutionary
sacrifice of His choosing. This was graphically portrayed in the Passover
Lamb -- the perfect lamb whose blood was the sign aad symbol of its
acceptance as a substitute for sinners -- by God ad those who trusted
His Word.

This Gospel promise with which the LORD had enwrapped Israel's
beginning as a people could not and would not go urfulfilled. Nor dare
there ever be any doubt of the connection between he blood on the
doorposts and the blood on the cross of Calvary. No would the Lord let
any plan of man prevent the Spirit from causing Jesus' men to look back
on the way God had kept His promise and write,

"You were redeemed . . . with the precious blood ofChrist, a lamb

without blemish or defect. He was chosen before thecreation of the
world" (1 Peter 1:18-20).
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Week 2, Monday

Mark 14:31 But he [Peter] spoke more vehemently, "If | have to die with
You, I will not deny You!" And they all said likewi se.

BRAVADO DOES NOT EQUAL FAITH

How often we can hear or read the Passion History d our dear Lord
Jesus and over look important indicators of Scriptu re meant to teach.

In the first section of the Passion History, Jesus tells the disciples they
would all flee because of Him and what was about tohappen. Peter, the
bold one, and the others not to be out done by Pete, proclaimed,
"Though all should flee; | will not.” Peter may hav e thought this was faith
speaking, and while well intentioned, his bravado before the storm, was
not faith. As the events of that Friday unfolded we see how little it took
for Peter to stumble and fall.

On occasion one hears comments, "l don't need to gao church to
believe." This may be true, yet the comment revealsnot faith but
bravado. Even so, if we think to ourselves, "l would never say that" or "I
know that isn't exactly true" the bravado which we so often think is
strength of faith shows itself when we fail to make use of that which does
give strength of faith.

Why do we miss a church service? Why do we not attad bible study?
Why do we skip midweek services? Strength of faith?Are we not saying
with bravado, like Peter and all the other disciples, "I will not forsake
you!" only to stumble at the simplest of questions: "Are you not also one
of His disciples?"

The Lord has with great love given us His Word which is the means not of
bravado, but for the strengthening of faith which w e need daily, not once
in awhile.



Week 2, Tuesday

Mark 14:34-35 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch.” Hewent a little farther,
and fell on the ground, and prayed . . .

WATCH AND PRAY

The bravado we often mistake for strength of faith shows itself not just in
words, but as indicated in what we do. This not only in using the reasons
of weakness of flesh for missing the means that gies real strength of
faith. This shows itself also in the time given for preparation we often
misuse.

Jesus takes the disciples into the garden, confesse
to them that He is in agony of soul because of what
lay ahead of Him. He bids His disciples to do what?
"Watch with Me one hour.” This was not the first
time that very evening He had encouraged His
disciples to watch. Earlier, in His response to Peter
and the others of their boast, Jesus encouraged
them, "Watch and pray that you enter not into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak." Jesus then leads by example. He goes off by
Himself to pray -- to watch and pray -- that He
Himself does not enter into temptation.

Here we see Jesus faith was not one of bravado. He
could have reasoned within Himself, "l am the Son
of God and | can handle anything." Instead, Jesus
recognizing the great dangers which lay before Him,
the hour of darkness, turns in faith to His Father

and prays.

Here we view one facet of faith: humility. Recognizing the dangers that
lie before us and knowing that of ourselves we areunable to handle even
the smallest of temptations. Thus we turn to the Father and place
ourselves in His care, under His wings. Those almighty wings, spread
over us in the pages of Scripture.

Week 7, Monday — Holy Week

Luke 19:44-47 Then He went into the temple and began to drive out
those who bought and sold in it, saying to them, "It is written, 'My house
is a house of prayer, but you have made it a "den bthieves."" And He
was teaching daily in the temple.

A HOUSE OF PRAYER

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on the first day of the week in which He
would complete His redeeming work, He went to the temple. This was
not unusual. While in Jerusalem Jesus made the Temgde the center of
His teaching efforts. That Sunday of hosannas and @lms He was greeted
in the temple precincts with the cheers of children welcoming Him as the
Son of David, the promised Savior. The religious leaders were furious.

The next day we see Jesus' anger blaze. But how dérent it was. The
Jewish leaders were angry when children shouted Psém verses in the
Temple because these men were concerned about theiown honor and
position. Jesus is angry when His Father's honor is set aside because
those in charge of worship prefer personal gain to prayer and praise.

In driving the vendors from the Temple Jesus quotes from Isaiah, "My
house is a house of prayer”. And then, once againHe turns the attention
of the people to the things of God through His teaching. Jesus' teaching
pulsed with the same heart as true prayer does. Forprayer is turning to
God and depending on Him on the basis of His promises -- promises
which center in the redeeming work of Christ. Because the LORD has
been so faithful in keeping His word our prayers ought always begin with
a focus on who He is and what He has done -- beforébringing up our
needs.

What are your plans for this Holy Week? Does your amncern for the
things of this life play a role it shouldn't? If yo u have opportunity to go
"up to the Temple" for special services, will you? And what will be the
focus of your attention?

May our Lord's love, His continual focus on our need for deliverance
from sin and death, ever focus our hearts and minds during these days
when we remember the most important actions our Savior-God ever took
on our behalf.
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Week 6, Saturday

John 12:12-13 The next day a great crowd that
had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on
his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches
and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the nhame of the Lord!
Blessed is the King of Israel!"

PALMS OF PROCLAMATION

The custom of waving palm branches in

someone's presence was a middle eastern one

that was reserved for kings and other very
important people. The palms were a sign of victory and so great military
leaders and high government officials would be welcomed with them.
They would not normally have been used for a 33 yea old coming into
town riding a donkey, but on the Sunday before His death, Jesus was
welcomed like royalty.

The palm branches were not really mistaken, were they? They
proclaimed Him a king, and He was a king. He was the King of Israel. Yet
He was not a King in the manner of David or Solomon. He did not have a
royal palace, but rather had no earthly home to call His own. He did not
win victory after victory on the battlefields of Pa lestine. In fact, the
battles He fought were not with swords or clubs at all, but they were
battles against the evils of the spiritual realms fought with the sword of
the Spirit, the word of God.

Jesus' focus is on making our souls healthy. He hascome to destroy the
works of the devil and prepare the path to heaven through the
forgiveness of our sins. He is not a "bread king" and we should not look
to Him merely as such, but He is a King who provides for His subjects far
beyond the needs of this life -- even into all etemity!

King of heaven, thou art welcome,
Let e'en us thy Zion be!
Come inside,
Thou hast won our hearts completely.
(Chorus from Cantata 182, J.S. Bach)
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Week 2, Wednesday

Mark 14:38 "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. T he spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

STAYING UP WITH JESUS

The bravado, which is not faith, further shows itself among the disciples
in that during the critical hour they slept.

In all fairness and understanding, the disciples had been awake since
Thursday morning and this now was just after midnig ht Friday. They had
also just eaten a large Passover meal and had listeed to Jesus words
before, during, and after that meal. It had been along and surely and
emotional day.

Yet we cannot think that the devil has so much compassion on us that he
does not attempt to lie and deceive when we are tied. It is usually then
that he presses home his temptations, when we are wveakest. All the more
reason then to remain awake to watch and pray thatwe fall not.

While we speak of the physical, it is the spiritual of which Jesus is
speaking of when He encourages us to watch and praylt is far to easy for
us member and pastor alike to fall asleep spiritually. We grow lax in our
work, we grow sleepy in our study. "Members don't come. They don't
listen." "Pastor's sermons are too long. They are ot interesting enough.
They do not apply to me." Becoming weary is not thefault of the
members or the pastor, it is the individual's own f ailure to watch and
pray, to fall asleep spiritually.

The devil does not take a holiday, nor rest, nor skep, and his attacks are
on the soul. "Rise my soul to watch and pray." Faith is not boastful, it is
humble and prays. It is awake and alert. Stay up ard watch and pray with
Jesus.



Week 2, Thursday

Mark 14:34-35 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch.” Hewent a little farther,
and fell on the ground, and prayed . . .

FAITH UNDER PRESSURE

How can we begin to comprehend the depth of Jesus gony of soul? Any
comparison we might make is so far removed from His.

Jesus knew what was coming. He had told His disciples on several
occasions previous to this night in the garden what would happen to
Him. He would be betrayed, arrested, tried, condemned to death, put to
death on the cross and die. Yes, He knew He wouldise again, yet to get
there Jesus had to go through the suffering and deah. Nor was His death
just a physical dying. It was a death in which the burden of guilt of sins of
the entire human race would be placed squarely on Hm. He would bear

the guilt and He would bear the punishment for thos e sins. He knew this.

He knew that within the hour of their entering the garden the events
would unfold as Scripture and as He had said. Whatwould our prayer
be? How would our faith deal with it? Thank God we will never be put to
that test.

Yet tested we are, and how is it we deal with it? Fow quickly bravado
flees in the critical moment and leaves us without a defense. But we see
Jesus faith in action. He prays. And how He prays is our instruction. Yes,
Jesus asked the Father to let the cup pass from Him However, Jesus
faith left that decision to the Father. "Thy will b e done." Jesus trusted
that what the Father willed, the Father would see Him through it to the
end, as dark as the road may be.

Faith trusts, faith places itself in the hands of t he Father and leaves it to
Him, going forward in that trust.
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Week 6, Friday

Jonah 4:6 Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it growup
over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease hisidcomfort, and Jonah
was very happy about the vine.

TREE OF SURVIVAL

For thousands of years, various plants which the Loard God made have
extended their branches to shadow and shelter thosewho rest beneath
them. The shade provided by a tree can mean everyting to one seeking
relief from the hot, burning sun of the day. It can mean survival itself.

So it was once for the prophet Jonah. By the terrific heat of the day he
thought he was going to die. He was already discouaged about things
that had happened to him, and he was ready to lie dwn and give up. But
God had other plans. He caused a vine plant to growwith miraculous
speed until it covered Jonah's shelter, giving him shade to ease his
comfort and preserve his life.

The LORD indeed wants all people to be saved. Notyjst saved from
physical trials, but more importantly from spiritua | disaster. He does not
want people to become as the Ninevites had before dnah went to them.
He does not want them to abandon their God and by their sins bring
destruction upon their heads.

Therefore, He sent the shade tree of His own Son Jsus. It is the tree of
the cross that becomes our "tree of survival." Forit was Jesus Christ who
was so concerned about our survival that He gave upHis own. "And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himlf and became
obedient to death -- even death on a cross!" (Philppians 2:8)

Beneath the cross of Jesus | fain would take my stad,
The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat, and the burd en of the day
(Elizabeth Clephane, 1868).
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Week 6, Thursday

Genesis 22:7-8 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham,
"Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here,"
Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" Abraham
answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for th e burnt offering, my
son." And the two of them went on together.

GOD HIMSELF WILL PROVIDE THE LAMB

When | was in Sunday School, | always thought the esson of Abraham
and Isaac was both the saddest of all stories andhie happiest at the same
time. | would be nearly crying as the teacher told about Abraham placing
his son on the altar at Mount Moriah (and always secretly hoping that
God would never ask my father to do such a thing).

Then, the sorrow would turn to joy! When Abraham wa s ready to put the
knife to his child, the Lord stopped him. He looked up, and there was a
ram caught in a thicket. Abraham sacrificed the ram instead, and Isaac's
life was spared because God had provided a substitte for that altar.
What sighs of relief and thanksgiving must have come from Abraham and
his son that day!

The story might remind us a little of another
substitute sacrifice once given. There was a
time when we were the ones on the altar, our
own sins binding us to it -- to the altar of God's
justice, the holy One demanding our very lives
for the crimes we had done. But before the
knife came down, God said, "Stop!" And there
was a ram caught in the thicket. Or rather,
there was a Lamb caught there -- a Lamb
which God Himself had provided. What sighs
of relief and thanksgiving come from our lips
this day!

He becomes the Lamb that taketh
Sin away and for aye
Full atonement maketh.

For our life His own He tenders
And our race, By His grace,
Meet for glory renders.

(The Lutheran Hymnal, 77:6)
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Week 2, Friday

Luke 22:41-43  And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's
throw, and He knelt down and prayed, saying, "Father, if it is Your will,

take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be
done."” Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, $rengthening Him.

STRENGTH FROM HEAVEN

Among the swirling events of that night we may miss is how when Jesus
prayed to His Father about what was soon to take phce, the Father sent
to Jesus an angel to minister to Him and to strengthen Him.

We may forget that Jesus was true Man, and even thaigh as eternal God
He was not in that sense in need of such strengtheling, as a real man,
Jesus was. Jesus knew and throughout His life undestood where His
strength lay, in the Word of His Father. We find re corded for us in the
gospels the statement that Jesus was found in the gnagogues, as was His
custom. The Sabbath day found Jesus there, or if Hewas in Jerusalem
Jesus was at the temple.

This, and the Father's sending of the angel to minister to Jesus there in
the garden, tells us that strength of faith resides in and through the
Scriptures. Yes, in private, personal study of them, home devotions, or
through devotions such as these. Yet the fact thatJesus custom was to be
in "church" reminds us that such is to be our custom also. There the
Father sends to us His ministering angels to strengthen us and comfort
us.

Through such attendance on our part, our Father is preparing us for the
day of trial, the day of testing, the day of temptation. He is giving to us
the weapons by which we quench the fiery darts of he devil.

Do we pray, "Father strengthen my faith?" He answers, "l have given you

the means, the Word by which your faith is strengthened, through
ministering angels.”
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Week 2, Saturday

Mark 14:41-42 Then He came the third time and said to them, "Are you
still sleeping and resting? It is enough! The hour has come; behold, the
Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinrers. Rise, let us be
going. See, My betrayer is at hand."

WATCH ... AND FOLLOW

Jesus now goes forward with confidence, which stemsfrom trust. This
confidence came from His having been ministered to. It came from His
trust in the will of His Father. It came from havin g prayed and watched
in that hour before Judas and the mob came to the garden.

Jesus knew that what lay ahead was the will of Hisheavenly Father, and
while it led through suffering and death and burial , it did not end there.

It ended with His rising again on the third day. Th e suffering was only for
a little while. The scourging was for a few moments. His death was only a
few hours, and no it was not pleasant, nor by any means an easy death to
endure. But having risen, Jesus leaves behind the sffering and death

and enters into His eternal glory.

You and | can face difficult days which we may seeat times see coming,
or suddenly upon us. A faith sustained, nurtured and supported by the
Word goes forward and through it with confidence, k nowing that the no
temptation has over taken us that is not common to all people. Knowing
that it is only for a time. Knowing that whatever t he trial it will end and
then comes days of peace.

With an eye to the great future, these days of earhly trials, sorrow, and
suffering will pass into the glory that is yet to b e revealed in us, through
faith in Jesus. Without faith in Jesus, these thing s are not possible, only a
false facade of bravado masking itself as great fah.

Watch, not only with Him, but watch Him and follow Him to eternity by
faith.
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Week 6, Wednesday

John 12:27-28 "Now my heatrt is troubled, and what shall | say?
'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason | came to
this hour. Father, glorify your name!"

HE CAME FOR ONE REASON

It's about this time of year that you'll find all t he "Jesus specials" showing
up on television. One after another the documentaries line up trying to
"discover"” who Jesus really was and what He reallydid while He walked
this earth. Sometimes people ask me if I've seen tlis program or that one.
Usually, my answer is "No." While you might be able to pick up a few
historical facts from these shows, nearly all of them completely miss the
point when it comes to Jesus. They don't understand who He was or why
He was born into this world.

To many, Jesus is nothing more than a nice guy whotaught us how to get
along with others so we can have a good life hereAnd yes, Jesus did tell
us to love our neighbors, but He didn't come only to preach what we owe
to others. The commandments from Sinai had already done that. If that
had been the only message of His ministry, it would have been a poor
ministry indeed.

He came rather for the scourging, the mockery, the suffering and dying.
He came to enter Jerusalem and face death at the hads of the people --
and at the hands of His Heavenly Father, making Him self an offering for
the sins of the world. "It was for this very reason | came to this hour,"
Jesus said.

So there you have it. You don't even need a televien show. The Savior
Himself tells you the reason He appeared on earth & does all of Holy
Scripture. "The Son of man did not come to be servel, but to serve, and
to give His life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45).
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Week 6, Tuesday

John 12:27-28 "Now my heatrt is troubled, and what shall | say?
'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason | came to
this hour. Father, glorify your name!"

GLORIFY HIS NAME IN LIFE

In His most troubling hours Jesus prayed, "Father, glorify your name!"
How does one do that? How does a person glorify thename of another?

One way you glorify the name of someone else is byghowing that you
respect what the other person believes in and stand for. We show honor
and respect for someone else's hame by listening tavhat he tells us -- by
treating his words as worth paying attention to and following. A child
honors his father's name, for example, when he doeswhat Dad tells him
to do.

With that in mind, do you see how Jesus glorified His Father's name?
The book of Hebrews says, "Although he was a son, & learned obedience
from what he suffered" (5:8). What better way for J esus to bring glory to
the name of the Heavenly Father than to be perfectly obedient to His will!

Everything the Father wanted Jesus to do, He did. Al the way to the
bitter cross, Christ accomplished the will of the One who and sent Him.
All the way to the God-forsaken moments on Golgotha, Jesus accepted
His Father's direction and guidance. "Not my will, but yours be done" is
the prayer we all remember from Gethsemane.

Surely we find that we do not always glorify the Father's name with our

lives, but Jesus glorified the Father with His life -- with every step He
took. And wonder of wonders, He lived that very lif e in our place!
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Week 3, Monday

Matthew 17:22 "The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the rands
of men, and they will kill Him, and the third day H e will be raised up."

LENT: THE PASSION OF JESUS

We are now in the part of the church year called Lent.
Do you know what Lent is all about? The season of
Lent has been celebrated in the Christian church from
the time of the apostles, though it has not alwaysbeen
called that. In fact, the word "Lent" is not a very good
description about what our services during this tim e
of the year are all about at all. "Lent" is an old English
word which means "spring" -- pointing only to the

time of the year when it is celebrated.

In reality Lent is much more than that. Lent is abo ut the Passion of
Jesus. It is about His suffering and death on the aoss, which was made
necessary because of our sins and in order to makehe full sacrifice for
our sins. During the time of the early church, this part of the church year
which we now call Lent, was time set aside in prepaation for the
celebration of Jesus' resurrection on Easter. It was a time for repentant
reflection on the passion of Jesus.

Many of you have heard or read the Passion historyof the suffering and
death of Jesus hundreds of times. But we are reminded that we shouldn't
pass over the Lenten season like we've heard it a bindred times, nor
should we miss the point of Christ's passion as thedisciples of Jesus did.
Instead we should ponder on the passion of Jesus wih Spirit filled
meditation, and pray that we will not despise the thought of Christ's
suffering, but through faith, trust in His sacrific e for our sins, and
through it gain eternal life. May the Holy Spirit b less our meditation on
the Passion of Jesus during this Lenten season to lhat end!

Jesus, | will ponder now on Thy holy passion;
With Thy Spirit me endow for such meditation.
Grant that | in love and faith may the image cherish
Of Thy suffering, pain and death that | may not perish.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 140:1)
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Week 3, Tuesday

Luke 9:22 "The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rgected by
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be Wled, and be raised the
third day."

PONDERING THE PASSION OF JESUS

These verses don't sound strange to us. Most of ukiave grown up hearing
about the sufferings and death of Jesus on the cros. We have heard
many times about Jesus being delivered by the Jewgo the Roman
authorities under Governor Pontius Pilate and how t hey horribly treated
Him before they nailed Him to a wooden cross and left Him to die. For

us, hindsight is 20/20.

But the disciples of Jesus had heard these words aaumber of times
before Jesus was finally nailed to the tree on thatfirst Good Friday. On a
number of occasions during His ministry, Jesus told His disciples what
would finally happen to Him in Jerusalem. The react ions of the disciples
varied. On one occasion Peter took Jesus aside andebuked Him for
saying such things. Jesus responded by rebuking Petr, saying, "You are
an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the
things of men" (Matthew 16:23). On another occasion, when Jesus told
the disciples that He was going to Jerusalem to die we are told that they
"were exceedingly sorrowful” (Matthew 17:23).

At this time the disciples didn't see the meaning of Jesus' suffering and
death. They didn't understand that this was the reason for His coming!
Luke tells us, "But they understood none of these things; this saying was
hidden from them, and they did not know the things which were spoken.”
May God grant that we do see the meaning of our Saior's suffering and
death, and understand that it was necessary to makethe payment for our
sin!

Make me see Thy great distress, anguish and afflidbn,
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness and Thy crucifixon;
Make me see how scourge and rod, spear and nails, id wound Thee,
How for man Thou diedst, O God, Who with thorns had crowned Thee.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 140:2)
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Week 6, Monday

John 12:27-28 "Now my heatrt is troubled, and what shall | say?
'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason | came to
this hour. Father, glorify your name!"

GLORIFY HIS NAME IN TRIAL

Jesus' heart was troubled. Is it any surprise? Thehours He now faced
would be hours of the most intense mental and physical strain. It would
not be long before one of His closest friends would betray Him. He would
be taken before the religious leaders where false itness would be
brought against Him. He would face Pilate who, with the power to spare
His life, would wash His hands of the matter. Final ly, the pain of
crucifixion would come, and the very separation fro m His Heavenly
Father.

But what do we find Jesus saying in the midst of these most threatening
times? Is He grumbling at God for being sent such across? Is He
complaining and angry at being put up to such suffering? Not in the least.
Rather we find our dear Lord echoing the song of the Christmas angels!
"Glory to God in the highest" -- "Father, glorify y our name!"

The words of Jesus here are striking because theye so unlike what our
human nature says when we're under stress and stran. When the dark
clouds billow over our own lives, the order of the day is often frustration
at God's decisions or doubt about His love. Takinga moment in the
middle of trouble to give glory to God is not usually first on the agenda.
Yet those are the very moments when it is most appopriate to give Him
glory, honor, and praise!

For it was on account of our own dark hours that the Father sent His only
begotten Son -- the Son whose death would shine thdight of the promise
of heaven to give us joy in every sorrow. Yes, Fathr, "Glorify your

name!"
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Week 5, Saturday

Genesis 22:3a, ¢ So Abraham rose early . . . and went to the placef
which God had told him.

FATHER ABRAHAM

So, what do you do when it appears as if God has
become your own worst enemy? That was the
challenge faced by Abraham. And our text tells us
just what he did: "Abraham rose early . . . and
went to the place of which God had told him."

Every time | read through the account of Abraham

and Isaac in Genesis 22 I'm amazed at the events

recorded there. God was asking Abraham to do

the most unthinkable thing imaginable: to take

the son he loved and offer him as a burnt offering. This son, this son who
had brought laughter into the hearts and lives of Abraham and Sarah.
This was not a laughing matter!

No matter how you look at it, everything about this seems contrary to
God's nature and Word. It was against everything Gad had promised
Abraham -- descendants as numerous as the sand ontte seashore -- and
that through this child Abraham would be the father of many nations.

So what do you do? I'll tell you what Abraham did, he clung tenaciously
to God's promise. That's why Abraham is called the"father of all
believers." In faith he hung on to God's promise even when everything
else testified against doing that.

Is this not the way God would have us respond whenHe tests us -- when
He, for example, challenges us to believe His Wordis sure and true? Such
tests are the means whereby God purifies and refine our faith,

tempering it through suffering and the cross.

Always remember that through each and every test Ga is working

toward your salvation. He's working toward the goal of raising you to
eternal life on the last day. He's using the test b awakening your faith in
Christ. Jesus is our Confidence and our Hope. He'sGod's sure Word to us
that through all the circumstances of life, through all the testing and
temptation, we will be more than conquers through H im. No matter how
things might seem to our sight, the fact is that God will provide.
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Week 3, Wednesday

Luke 18:31 "Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things that
are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be
accomplished."

THE CAUSE OF THE PASSION OF JESUS

When Jesus spoke these words to his disciples, He was only a few days
from His triumphal entrance into Jerusalem. In a li ttle over a week He
would be betrayed, turned over to the Romans, and @ndemned to death.
Along the way to Jerusalem, Jesus takes His discipés aside, away from
the rest of the crowd that was traveling to Jerusalem for the upcoming
Passover celebration, and tells them once again whawas about to
happen -- this time more clearly then He had ever told them before.

They knew that Jesus was the Son of God. They hadften made that
confession. They knew that Jesus was the Messiah,ite Christ foretold in
the Old Testament. But they still did not fully und erstand why Jesus had
come. Jesus told them, "All things that are written by the prophets
concerning the Son of Man will be accomplished.”

The prophet Isaiah had clearly described the work of the Messiah,
writing, "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was uponHim, And by His
stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). He would dieto make the payment
for our sins. All that our Savior suffered, all that He endured, He did for
you.

May we not be like the Pharisee who saw only the ais of others, but
rather may we be like the publican who saw his ownguilt and sin and
readily confessed it. It was my sin that was the caise of my Savior's
death, and my sin that was paid for by my Savior'sdeath!

Yet, O Lord, not thus alone make me see Thy Passion
But its cause to me make known, and its termination.
Ah! I also and my sin wrought Thy deep affliction;
This indeed the cause hath been of Thy crucifixion.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 140:3)
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Week 3, Thursday

Romans 6:1-3 Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?
Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do
you not know that as many of us as were baptized ino Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?

THE PASSION OF JESUS IN US

Many of you may have noticed that the cloths on the altars of our
churches changed when we entered the season of LentMost churches
change their altar cloths to purple during Lent. Pu rple is a color which is
used to symbolize repentance. As we ponder the Pasen of Jesus and
realize that our sins were the cause of His sufferng and death, and we are
also led to repentance over our sin.

Repentance has long been connected to the season dfent. Think of the
custom in Bible times of fasting from food and pray ing to God while
dressed in sackcloth and ashes. Adorning oneself wh ashes is an act of
humility and repentance over sin before God. The Lenten season begins
with "Ash Wednesday" when some put ashes on their lead in a sign of
repentance. But as Paul reminds us in the verses abve, the whole season
of Lent naturally emphasizes and leads us to repentaince.

Paul reminds us that through our baptism we died
with Christ -- we died to sin. Through faith in the
suffering and death of Jesus our Savior, we don't
continue living in the unrepentant sins of the fles h.
Paul reminds us that the Passion of Jesus points ou
the direness of our sins, which brought about the
need for Jesus' passion. But we are also able to lok
to our Savior and see the deliverance and peace He
brings us.

Grant that | Thy Passion view with repentant grievi ng
Nor Thee crucify anew by unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun ev'ry sinful pleasure
Since for me God's only Son suffered without measue?
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 140:4)
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Week 5, Friday

1 Peter 5:1a, 5b The elders who are among you | exhort, | who am a
fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Chiist . . . Yes, all of you be
submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility.

FOR EXAMPLE . ..

Here in chapter 5 we have Peter addressing the conept of submission. |
am very thankful that he doesn't leave us to ourseles to figure out what
"being submissive" looks like. It is to be an attit ude that shows itself in
living. "Do not be as lords over those entrusted to you, but be examples to
the flock," (5:3) he wrote to the elders. They werenot to be in it for
themselves, but to set a Christian example for those they were leading.
And to his readers in general, he writes, "Be submssive to one another,
and be clothed with humility."

Submission is certainly not keeping someone else urder our thumb.
Pride and self-conceit have no place in it. Rathersubmission is made up
of a willingness to be under someone else, a willigness to subject
yourself to another.

There is much to think about here, and to apply to life. As we work
together, play, marry, worship, in all aspects of life, especially together as
Christians, our attitude toward each other is to put the other person first,
"to look not to your own interests, but to the inte rests of others"
(Philippians 2:4).

Peter was writing from the perspective of one who was "a fellow elder and
a witness of the sufferings of Christ.” The place ke always began was with
the sufferings and death of his Savior. Peter was avays so aware of how
Jesus made Himself one of us. He truly is "Immanuel,” "God with us."
And as one of us Jesus did what none of us could de- He saw to it that
God's anger over sin was taken away by His living gperfect life and dying
that perfect death in our place.

| pray that seeing Jesus' Passion will give you a ®d-pleasing perspective
on your life as it did for Peter. When we see how wilingly our Savior
subjected Himself to His Passion for us, may we al® be motivated to be
willing to be submissive toward one another!
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Week 5, Thursday

1 Peter 4:1a, 12a, 13a . . . since Christ suffered for us in the flesh .. .
beloved, do not think it is strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you . . . but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings . . .

SINCE CHRIST SUFFERED. . . .

There was persecution coming to Peter's readers, sme kind of difficulty
or suffering -- but not just any old kind of hardsh ip. Peter says, "a fiery
trial” would afflict them. Hardship that would come on them because
they were believers.

Not everyone would be affected in the same way as Bter says, "to the
extent that you partake . . ." This persecution would be like what happens
when a tornado hits. For some homes it may mean theloss of a few
shingles, for others damage from falling trees, for others the loss of their
whole house.

But whatever the degree would be for those believes, persecution would
come. And when it did, Peter wanted them to have aGod-fearing
perspective on it. "But rejoice when you partake of Christ's sufferings."”

It is so for us as well. When we as Christians direct our lives and head in
whatever direction God has set up for us, our placefor beginning will
always be that of Peter's words in verse 1:3. "Theefore, since Christ
suffered in the flesh . . ." Our starting point in all of life is with Jesus'
suffering, knowing that He suffered and died on the cross and that it was
done to take care of our sins. It is His Passion ard knowing why He did it
all which gives us perspective in which ways and hav to go.

But don't get Peter wrong when he says we can "rejae" when "fiery

trials" come. It is not the suffering itself that g ives us joy and makes us
happy. | don't know of anyone who enjoys pain. Instead Peter would have
us remember the connection that it makes: we are stffering Christ's
suffering. Not that our suffering is getting us in good with God, but that
our suffering marks us as belonging to Christ.

"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If
they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you,"Jesus said (John 15:18,
20Db). It is because of our connection with Jesus that we will face
suffering, just as He did. And that is where we asbelievers should find

our pleasure and our joy!
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Week 3, Friday

Mark 8:31 And He began to teach them that the Son of Man mug suffer
many things, and be rejected by the elders and chié priests and scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again.

THE PASSION OF JESUS POINTS TO EASTER

When you consider the suffering and death of Jesus,what do you see?
Many times the mood of our Lenten services are verysomber. Most of the
hymns that we sing have a very sad tone to them. Ceainly thoughts as
we are reminded that our sin caused the great painand agony of our
Savior, we should be grieved. We should realize thehigh cost of our
deliverance from sin and eternal death in hell. But Jesus also wants us to
understand the meaning of His Passion for us.

When Jesus told His disciples of His upcoming passion and death, He
didn't leave them with the thought of sadness and defeat. He always
concluded with words of hope: "and after three days rise again." During
Lent the resurrection is in the background, but it' s there, just as Jesus
had always said. We have been reminded that the seson of Lent is
preparatory for the resurrection of our Savior on E aster.

The disciples didn't understand the meaning of the sufferings and death
of Jesus. When Jesus died, they saw it as a grearagedy and not a
victory. Is this how we should view the passion of Jesus? The disciples
didn't understand the meaning of His death until af ter He rose again. His
resurrection was the final proclamation that His su fferings and death had
won the victory. Jesus had told His disciples that this seeming tragedy
would end in victory!

During Lent we should see the tragedy of our sin, but also the victory

over it by our Savior. Ponder once again the Passia of Jesus. During the
remaining weeks of Lent, remember that the passion of Jesus points us to
victory and that through His death and resurrection our salvation has
been completed! Thanks be to God, our Savior!

If my sins give me alarm and my conscience grieve ne,
Let Thy cross my fear disarm, peace of conscience ige me.
Grant that | may trust in Thee and Thy holy passion.

If His Son so loveth me, God must have compassion.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 140:5)
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Week 3, Saturday

Psalm 22:1 "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why areYou
so far from helping Me, And from the words of My gr oaning?"

FORSAKEN BY GOD

Most of us are familiar with these words from the
Gospels where we hear Jesus speaking them from
the cross. But the verses above were recorded
more than 1000 years before Jesus spoke them
from the cross, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit
foretelling just how great the suffering of our
Savior would be -- being forsaken by God.

We might wonder how could a just and loving God
forsake His only begotten Son at such a time? The
answer to that question is found in the love and

the justice of God. Remember that Jesus was
standing in the place of condemned sinners under
the divine judgment of a just God. Paul reminds us
that God made Jesus, who was perfect and sinless,
"to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him" (2 Corinthians 5:21).

In order for God's justice to be satisfied, the full and complete payment
for our sins had to be made. Jesus came to make thiafull payment. As
our Substitute, Jesus had to bear upon Himself the total punishment for
all our sins.

God was able to deliver Jesus, but wouldn't. This 5 what His justice
demanded -- that the full payment for sin be made. Because our Savior
suffered our hell and our abandonment of God, we can be confident that
we will not suffer that same abandonment. The result of His suffering
and sacrifice is that we have been delivered. Whenwe cry out to God He
hears us and He answers us. And most important of dl, we can be sure
that, through faith in Him, we will not suffer the agony of hell and
abandonment by God but will live with Him forever i n the kingdom of
heaven!

Lord, should fear and anguish roll darkly o'er my sinful soul,
Thou, who once wast thus bereft that Thine own might ne'er be left,
Teach me by that bitter cry in the gloom to know Thee nigh.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 174:4)
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Week 5, Wednesday

SEMPER PARATUS!

Semper paratus is the official motto of the United States Coast Guard. It
is the Latin for always ready .

Today we find Peter encouraging us as believers tdalways be ready to
give a defense to everyone who asks you a reasonifthe hope that is in
you." Just like the armed forces prepare ahead of ime to defend the
country against an attack, we are to be ready to aswer questions or
challenges to our faith.

At Peter's time, admitting to being a believer could well mean death. But
Peter encouraged his readers: "Do not be afraid oftheir threats, nor be
troubled" (3:14).

Yes, the circumstances have changed. In our countrywe do not face
death for being a Christian, but yet it is very tru e that we are faced with
those who want to know "about the hope that is in us.”" We are to be
ready to testify, to correct misunderstandings ther e may be about Christ,
to spread the Gospel, to win others to Christ, to put into our own words
what we believe -- what the Bible says.

We need Peter's reminder today so that we activelymake use of every
opportunity there is to ready ourselves to answer concerning God's
Word, for those chances to answer questions may wdlnot come at the
best times -- the phone rings during dinner or as we are hurrying out the
door on our way to an appointment. But whenever they come, let's keep
in mind what Peter writes in v. 18: "Christ suffere d once for sins, that He
might bring us to God . . ."

May we never lose sight of the perspective that Pe¢r would give us from
Jesus' Passion: the fact that Jesus suffered and did to take care of our
sins and to bring us to God! For it is by keeping in mind what God has
done for us, that we will be moved to desire to useevery opportunity to
bring others to God as He has done for us!
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Week 5, Tuesday

Psalm 19:12 Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden fauls.
BLIND SPOTS

During Driver's Education the instructor reminded u s more than once,
"Don't forget the blind spot.” He was, of course, referring to that spot
alongside your car which you can't see simply by usng your car mirrors.
If a neighboring car is in your blind spot you won' t see it unless you turn
your head to look.

We all have blind spots. We all have weaknesses anéhults, which,
though possibly obvious to others, we don't see. F@ example, maybe
when we talk to others the conversation tends to center around us, and
we don't even see that we're showing little intereg in what's going on in
the other person's life. Or perhaps we like to tease people, and are
unaware of the fact that our "clowning around" ofte n hurts other people's
feelings.

What a painful shock when a blind spot is revealed! We shake our head
and say, | can't believe I've been doing that. Howterrible of me! How
awful! O LORD, forgive my sin!

But when a secret personal fault is made known to us, we might also
wonder how many other blind spots we have. That canbe unsettling.
How can we confess sins of which we're not even awee!

That's why our Psalm verse is so important. David prays: "Who can
discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults." David understood that he
was so sinful and blind that he couldn't possibly recognize all of his many
faults and weaknesses. Yet he also realized that Heould pray to His
Heavenly Father for forgiveness for those secret sns. And how does the
LORD answer such a prayer? "The blood of Jesus Chst, His Son,
cleanses us of ALL sin!" (1 John 1:7).

Look again at your suffering Savior! All your blind spots were nailed to
His cross right along with all of your obvious sins.

Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood,

Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood!
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 158)
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Week 4, Monday

Psalm 124 |If it had not been the LORD who was on our side -- Let Israel
now say: "If it had not been the LORD who was on ou side, when men
rose up against us, then they would have swallowedus alive, when their

wrath was kindled against us; Then the waters would have overwhelmed
us, the stream would have gone over our soul; Thenthe swollen waters

would have gone over our soul." Blessed be the LORDWho has not given

us as prey to their teeth. Our soul has escaped aa bird from the snare of

the fowlers; The snare is broken, and we have escagd. Our help is in the
name of the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.

PERFECT HELP . .. PERFECTLY WILLING TO HELP!

Sometimes we feel overwhelmed. Sickness. LonelinessGuilt over some
sin. All of these things and more can leave us feehg confused or even in
despair. Help, we cry!

But where do we turn for help? Psalm 124 gives theanswer: "Our help is
in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and eath."

Think of the billions of stars in the universe. Thi nk of all the wonders of
this earth. Doesn't it all show that God has more than enough power to
help us in every need!

But how do we know the Maker of Heaven and earth iSWILLING to help
us? Certainly He CAN help us with our problems. There's nothing He
can't do. But we're sinners. We've broken the Creabr's holy law. Time
and time again we have shown ourselves to be sinfuland unclean. How
can we be at all sure that the Almighty and Holy One WILL help us?

The season of Lent gives the answer. It reveals thenerciful heart of God,
Who put our sin on His own Son. The Father condemned Jesus in our
place. The result, according to our Psalm, is that"we have escaped like a
bird.” Our sins entrapped us. But God is love. He st us free by allowing
His Son to be caught in the trap of sin in our place. On His part, the Son
did not try to escape, but submitted to His Father will. Jesus let Himself
be crushed by the steel teeth of God's justice.

Our Savior God made the ultimate sacrifice for us. Love like that simply

will not fail to help us in every need. What peace! A God who can give
perfect help! A God who is perfectly willing to hel p!
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Week 4, Tuesday

Psalm 22:1; 23:1 "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" . . .
The LORD is my shepherd.

THE SHEPHERD SUBSTITUTE

In Psalm 23 God's sheep boast in the fact that ther Shepherd is the
LORD! But back up. Consider Psalm 22! That Psalm tdls us how we
came to live in the pastures of the Good Shepherdm the first place. It
speaks to us of the incredible price God had to payto make us His own
sheep.

As straying sheep, we had no loyalty to the LORD. W& were His very
enemies. Our sin earned us a one-way ticket to hell In living color,
however, the prophetic Psalm pictures someone elsebeing damned in
our place. Our Substitute is the Shepherd of Psalm23, the LORD
Himself. In deepest anguish He cries to His Father, "My God, My God,
Why have you forsaken Me?" The Holy Shepherd God beomes "the
Worm", as all the stink and stench of the entire human race is flung upon
Him.

Look closely. See your personal sin slithering allover Him as well. See
Him shed His blood to pay the full ransom price. He has redeemed you a
lost and condemned creature, purchased and won youfrom all sin, from
death and from the power of the devil.

The Maker of Heaven and Earth takes on our flesh ard is cursed with our
sin. Why? Turn the page! Go forward to Psalm 23. The LORD became our
sin because He wanted to be your Shepherd! He wantd to lead you
everyday into the quiet and peace of His Word and Scrament. He
wanted to guide you into a life which honors His name! He wanted you to
be fearless as you walk with Him in the dark valleys. Finally He wanted
you to dwell with Him in His house forever!

What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander.
The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 143)
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Week 5, Monday

1 Peter 2:21 For to this you were called, because Christ also sffered for
us, leaving us an example, that you should follow n His steps.

CALLED TO SUFFER?

Here in chapter 2 of Peter's first epistle we havehim giving us some

perspective from Jesus' Passion on how to deal withthings when we find
ourselves suffering for doing good, having to endure some hardship be-
cause we are believers. We are to submit to it wilingly as our Savior did.

| can already hear the questions. "Hey, wait a minute. This isn't
something | signed up for. It is hard enough going through suffering that
| have coming to me because of something | did wrong. But what is this?
Suffering because | have done good? It's time for e to get off -- that
does not sound like anything | need to be associatel with!"

And yet it is true, as we read: "For to this you were called . . ." Jesus does
not want us to be ignorant of what "this" is. In Lu ke 9 (vv. 57-62) we find
Jesus Himself speaking very clearly of the importance of counting the
cost involved in being His disciples. The words Peter here writes to slaves
are words that we can easily apply to ourselves. Tlere will be times when
God will call upon us to suffer even if what we have done is good.

How do we face a situation like this? Peter writes, "Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that you should folbw His steps." Peter
directs us to Jesus Himself. That is how we are toknow how to face
"suffering for doing what is good" -- Jesus faced the same thing, and we
are to look to Him and see how He did it.

What do we find? Peter tells us, "He committed no sin, nor was guile
found in His mouth . . . when He was reviled, He did not revile in return;
when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committe d Himself to Him
who judges righteously; He Himself bore our sins in His own body on the
tree; by His stripes you were healed.”

May God help us always to look to Jesus as our example, as we see Him
suffer for doing good. And may our thanks ever be o God that by our
Savior's suffering we have forgiveness for our faiings, and the strength to
go on "living for righteousness."
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Week 4, Saturday

Psalm 40:11b-12a ... May your love and your truth always protect me.

For troubles without number surround me; my sins ha ve overtaken me ...

TROUBLES WITHOUT NUMBER

I think 1 know how David felt. You probably do too. Troubles without
number! At times that sure describes my life and yours.

We could all make a list. We could even have a corgst. "I'll see your
troubles and raise you two!" Sometimes it's really hard to keep going. It
can get overwhelming. Troubles without number!

Our main problem, as David points out, is sin. We bring a lot of trouble

to ourselves for failing to listen and follow our H eavenly Father. We see
the sad results inside our hearts as guilt eats awg at us. We see the
unhappy effects that sin has on our relationships and other aspects of our
life. We know the death and hell we deserve becaus®f our sin. And so
we cry out, "Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD, may your
love and your truth always protect me."

God hears! He's there to lift us out of the pit of our despair! He shows us
Jesus, Who was overtaken with the world's sin. Talk about troubles
without number! Jesus carried the world's sorrows and sins all the way to
the cross!

That's why Lent is such a special time. It revealsin bright, bloody, red
letters the truth of God's everlasting love! God gave up His best for the
likes of us. God cares. He really cares about youiad me. How can we
doubt it! Look at Jesus' cross!

When our troubles and sins are beyond counting we @n be confident
that God's love and truth will be there to protect us! The arms of Jesus'
cross surround God's child in all of His troubles. That's love. That's the
truth.
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Week 4, Wednesday

Psalm 32:2 Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD
does not count against him.

REPORT CARD DAY
"It's report card day!" Dreaded words for many a student.

Someday it will be report card day for the whole human race. The
subjects? Start with the first commandment and go all the way through to
number ten. The divine grade book will be opened. God is looking for
straight A's -- for absolute perfection -- from every human being. God
doesn't grade on a curve. Even 99% obedience to theommandments
won't get you a passing grade.

And here you and | are, nowhere near even near peréct. Look at your
life. Examine your heart. Think about the ugly, awf ul, hurtful things
you've said. Behind each commandment we find a bigfat "F" on our life's
report card. Everlasting detention with Satan in he Il is what you and |
deserve for such a report.

But wait! Sinner David has something wonderful to t ell us in Psalm 32.
"Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not cont against him."

Our sins are not counted against us! Why? Becauseltey were counted
against Jesus instead! It's like the report cards got swapped. Jesus got the
blame for our "F's". We get the credit for our Savior's "A's" -- for His
perfect life! On the cross Jesus was blamed for thesin of the entire world!
In exchange God credited the entire world with Jesus' perfect life. That
means whoever believes on the Lord Jesus Christ wilbe saved!

Judgment Day is report card day! Nothing to fear for God's student -- for
His believer! In Christ he's already passed!

"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent

me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from
death to life" (John 5:24).
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Week 4, Thursday

1 Peter 1:17-19 Conduct yourselves throughout the time of your
sojourning here in fear; knowing that you were . . . redeemed . . . with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

A GOSPEL PERSPECTIVE

Have you ever seen that program on TV in which a man paints a nature
scene? He makes it look so easy -- doing the mountms, the trees, the
grass, the river, perhaps the animals, both close yp and far away. But I've
tried it myself and have found out that at least for me it isn't that easy. It
is hard to get the perspective. If you have ever dme it you know what |
mean -- it is difficult to get a river to look like it is flowing toward you, or
to show that a road or a building goes into the distance.

Perspective is such an important thing. What would happen to us if the
only perspective we had of God is that God demandghat we be holy and
that He won't settle for anything less; that your e ternal fate rests in your
hands; that you have to do everything that God demands; that you need
to be holy, absolutely righteous and pure and without a single sin? What
then?

Well, one thing that could happen is that we would absolutely despair
and give up on any hope of ever even having a chareat heaven. Because
who in the world can do what God demands? Not a sirgle one of us!
Either that or we would have to content ourselves with being like the
Pharisees, satisfied with comparing our goodness wth that of others --
and, of course, always coming out looking better than everyone else!

Enough of that! Look instead at what the perspective is that Peter intends
us to have because of what Jesus did: "Conduct yowselves ... knowing ...
you were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ..."

When it comes to living holy lives on this earth as God demands, we don't
go about striving to live lives free of sin becausewe can earn God's favor
that way! Our motivation for living holy lives is t hat we have been
redeemed. We have been purchased through the bloowf Jesus. We have
been given all the holiness that God demands! Everysingle one of God's
commands which hang over us have been kept by Jesus

God be thanked for giving us such a Gospel-orientedperspective -- that
our going to heaven depends on what He has done, nbon what we do!
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Week 4, Friday

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the
counsel of the ungodly.

LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS

Jesus could hoof it. Always on the move, He was nacoach potato. Most of
us would have had a hard time keeping up with Him. Walking by the Sea
of Galilee, calling fisherman to follow Him. Marchi ng through Samaria,
pausing to give a poor sinner the refreshing drink of forgiveness and life
eternal. Trudging down that dreadful Road of Sorrow s to Skull Hill,
paying the price for all sin.

If we had the money we could take a Holy Land tour and walk in virtually
the same places Jesus walked. Yet we don't need ttly across the ocean to
follow in His footsteps, do we? The Psalm writer says, "Blessed is the
man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly.” Walking in our Lord's
footsteps means walking close by His Word and awayfrom the wicked
ways of this corrupt world. What blessings come our way as we follow
where He leads us!

But how can we keep up with Him? Day after day we sumble, fall, lose
our way. Time after time He must come looking for us. He must pick us
up, dust us off, and give us that same drink of forgiveness and life He
gave to the woman by the well.

In Him we find strength to follow. We find it in Hi s gift of Baptism.
Through that heavenly washing we have been empowerd to walk in
newness of life. We find it in His mighty Word. Thr ough the life giving
Scriptures our feeble knees are made strong to walkin His counsel. We
find it in His Holy Supper. Through the gift of His true body blood in the
Sacrament we are refreshed to walk the way He wouldhave us go.

Let us ever walk with Jesus ... Flee the world, whth would deceive us ...

Faithful Lord, abide with me; Savior, lead, | follo w Thee.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 409)
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