John the Boptist is the “Friend of the Bridegroom” in John 3:29.

How did John prepare the people for the coming of Jesus ?

We are Betrothed to Jesus

We are prepaing for the grear “marrioge” between Christ and
His Church. In one sense, this hos dready hoppened (we ae
“married” to Christ by faith). In another sense, the great wedding
is yet to come; for heaven is described in the Bible s the
ultimate end of our “betrothd” to the Savior.

HOME AND FAMILY IN BIBLE TIMES
Mariage Customs

In our country, a couple becomes legdly married
when it is so declared by someone to whom the state
hos given such authority. The proper poaoers ae
signed, filed, ondthe marrioge becomes find. In other
countries, particularly in those of the Midde Ecost,

there are other customs and events that declare men
and women legdly maried. With the department
stores trimmed these days in the reds ond pinks of
the coming Vdentine’s Day, we pause a moment to
examine love ond marrioge customs in the doys of the
Old ond New T estament bdlievers.

Jesus is Preparing His Home for Us
Just s abridegroom prepares the home for his bride during the
betrothd period, Jesus prepares His home for us (Un 14:2).

We ae Prepared for the Wedding through the Forgiveness of Sins
Eph 5:25-27 Husbonds, love your wives, just os Christ lovedthe
church and gave himself up for her fo make her holy, deansing
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present
her to himself as aradiont church, without stan or wrinkle or
ony other blemish, but holy ond blameless. (See dso Rev 19:7-
8).

Arronged Mariages

Unlike what we are used to, the choice of aparticulor
spousewaos not generdly left up to the young person.
Parents would find suitdole men or women for their
sons ond daughters ondit would e “aranged” chead
of time who would marry whom. The recson for this
was that a bride, once maried, would become a
member of the household of her father-in-low. Thus
the whaole family had on interest in whether or not a
“matrch” waos suitdole,

The Wedding Procession
At the lost doy Jesus will gather His believers to be with Him,
We ought to be ready at dl times to join the procession (Mt
25:1-13; Hymns 67 ond 609).

The Marriage Feost
Heaven is pictured symbolicdly as a wedding bonquet in which
we will enjoy presence ond joy with the Lord Jesus forever.
Rev 19:9
Lk 14:15-24

There is some evidence that occosiondly a son or
doughter wos consulted. In Gen 24:58, Relbbekah wes
osked if she was willing o be Isaac’s wife.

PART FIVE: MARRIAGE CUSTOMS

To the exstern way of thinking, love come ofter
marrioge. Husbond ond wife were expected to love
one onother because they were maried, not
necessarily becaus e of romaontic fedlings they had for
one onother before. Thus marriages were considered,
s they ought to be, commitments to do loving things
for one another. It could be argued that the custom of
aranged marrioges octudly encouroged frue Biblicd
love much more thon our customs today encouroge it
(See Gen 24:67).

BIBLE CUSTOMS AND CULTURE SERIES
"HOME AND FAMILY IN BIBLE TIMES”

Resources
Manners and Customs of Bible Lands by Fred H. Wight
Bible Times and Customs by Tim Gibson




Mariage Negotiations

When abride had been chosen for agroom, “friend of the bridegroom”
would go to the bride’s father (or his representafive) ond negotiate
what was known os the bride price or dowry. The groom'’s family was
expected to compensate the bride’s family for the “loss” of their
daughter— which could be significont since unmarried daughters often
helped tend the flocks of their fathers or do ofther importont work
aound the house. When the friend of the bridegroom had finished
negotiations, coffee wes typicdly drunk in celebration.

Part of the bride price wos dso to go to the womaon to e married. T his
became her own persond wedth and could not be taken from her even
if her husbond should die or leave her. Offen, this persond dowry
included a circle of coins that wos affaoched to the woman's head
aress. In the parable of the lost coin (Lk 15:8-10), part of the reason
the widow is so disturbedis that the coin she hadlost wos part of her
dowry.

Betrothd

Once the arongement to marry was decided upon, it wes time for the
betrothd. This wos abinding agreement that the couple would marry.
A betrothd waos a specid covenont that could only be broken by a
divorce. The betrothd wos a serious legd agreement, s well s @
serious commitment before God (Dt 20:7). It wos more than our
engogements are today. The befrothd period Icsted one year, ofter
which the wedding would tcke place.

Duringthe time of the betrothd, the groom would be preparing the new
house for the couple to live in, the bride would be preparing her
wedding dothes, ond the bride’s family would be getting ready for the
wedding fesftivities.

W edding Night Preparations

When the day came for the wedding festivities, the bride ond groom
spent the day getting ready. The groom was dressed like a king (Is
61:10). If he could offord it, he would even wea a gold crown. His
dothes would be scented with fronkincense ond myrrh. T his would be
the best-aressed moment of his entire life.

The bride wos dso decorated with eldoorate
ond expensive things. She waos literdly
adorned o a queen (Rev 21:2). Her
attendonts wouldwork on her complexion (Ps
144:12), her har, ondher clothes (Eze 16:11-
12). If the family waos too poor to offord dli
the trimmings, they would borrow what they
could from their friends to make the bride os
beautiful s she could possibly be. The
prophet Jeremich made reference to the beauty of the bride in 2:32.

The Wedding Procession

At evening, the groom would go to the bride’s house to bring her info
his home for the wedding festivities. Thefriends and family of the bride
would follow the couple in aprocession to his house. Along the way,
ofher friends would join the procession. Everyone needed to have a
lomp full of cil or atorch, otherwise they were undole to tcke part (Mt
25:1-13). Theprocession wes joyful ondthere waos doncing ondmusic-
making dong the way.

Arrivd o the House

When the bride arived at the house with the bridegroom, they sat
together under a conopy in the house, ond the wedding feost begon.
Once this hoppened, the couple wos considered married. Therewaos no
particular pronouncement of marioge & we ae used to, but
throughout the fecst, people would offer words of benediction ond
blessing (Ru 4:11). For seven days the wedding feost would continue
os friends ondrelatives celebrated bride and groom’s new life together.
T he wedding bonquet wos organized by the “ruler of the fecst.” It wes
his job to see that things went smoothly— that food, wine, and other
detdls were arfended to.

JESUS CHRIST, THE BRIDEGROOM

It is good to know and understond marrioge customs in Biblicd fimes,
particulaly because the New T estament mokes frequent reference to
marriage in describing our relationship with Jesus Christ. So dose is
the believer’s relationship to be to his Savior that it is spoken of in the
longuoge of marrioge. Jesus is the Bridegroom, and the Church (dl
believers) ae His bride. Consider the following:



