BIBLE CUSTOMS AND CULTURE SERIES

"HOME AND FAMILY IN BIBLE TIMES”
PART ONE: WHERE THEY LIVED (1)

HOME AND FAMILY IN BIBLE TIMES
Where They Lived (1)

Qur lives today are 215" century flurries of activity.
We drive from here to there in our cars. We rush the
chiloren off to school. We edt food heated in @
miccowave. We dscover that life is lived very
dfferently now thaon it wes severd thousond years
ago in the days of Albraham or Jesus. The customs
ond culture of Bible days are fa removed from us
both in time ond distonce, yet they ae not to be
forgotften. If they are, the Bible reader will miss much
of the richness and detdil that can be enjoyed from
the text. Bible fruths ae timeless, however the
Scriptures were written of aparticular fime and place
in history. When we understond that times and place
a little bit better, our understanding of God’'s Word
will grow too.

Home ond Famiily Life

There is much to tdk doout in the area of Bible
monners and customs. In this series of studies, we
will consider especidly the home andfamily life of the
people. For example— where they lived, how they
rased their children, ond whaot the dadly octivities
were for atypicd family.

T he Family Dwelling Place—T he T ent

One of the most common dwellings for the people of
the Old T estament was the fent. Tents aementioned
early in the book of Genesis when it is sad of Jood,
“He waos the father of those who dwell in tents ond
have livestock” (4:20). The tent wos the shelter of
choice for those who moved from ploce to ploce
frequently, such s those who tended livestock.

There are still tribes in Pdestine today who live in
tents ond we con lean much from them obout
ancient tent-dwellings.

T he Construction of the T ent

The tent materid wos black doth made from goat hair. The goat hair
weos then stretched across a series of
poles ond stoked down by cords and
pegs to form a shetered aea (Jdg
4:21). The har was very rough ond
prickly, identicd to what was known os
“sackdoth.” At first, the tent roof
would not be waterproof, but ofter the
first ran it would shrink together ond
keep the wedther out. In  the
summertime the sides were lifted ond
the tent could be used s alarge sunshade.
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Inside the T ent

A typicd tent would be separated into two or
SCRIPTURE three rooms with goat har curtans for

STUDY dviders. The first room would serve s A
reception aea where the mon of the house
would greef guests. The womon ond chilaren
would generdly stay ond work in the second
room, and athird room would be for servonts
or animds.

How does the tent
poy ardein Gen
18:1-2, 10-15?

Rugs coveredthe floor of the tent during the day ond af night sleeping
carpets would be brought out ond dothes would become blonkets.

Sacks of gran would be piled around the tent posts s well s amortar
ond pestle to use in pounding out the gran. Skin bags would hong in
the tent to be used for water or wine. “Kitchen” items might include a
few pots, kettles, ond pans. Light waos provided ofter dark by on dlive
oil lamp. All cooking waos done over a fire— during the cold season
inside on asmdl stone hearth; when it was hot the fire would be built
outside the tent.

Encampments

Often one wouldnot find atent done out in the desert. Usudly agroup
of families put their tents near each other or else one family hadseverd
dfferent tents. Jacob’s family had multiple fents— his, Rachel’s, ond
Lech’s, ond those of the madservants are mentioned in the Bible.
Tent Repadr ond Enlargement



On arather interesting note, we find that new tents were not very
common. Instead, an old tent was continudly repared piece by piece.
Goat har would be gathered
throughout the yea ond then
when the time for fixing the tent
had come, the bad part would be
cut out ond a new strip of
materid put in. The old piece
would then be used for a side
curtan. Tents were passed down
from one generation to the next.

Sometimes it wos necessary to increcse the size of the tent. This wos
done by adding anew section to the old tent, much like we might add
aroom onto a house. Enlarging a tent was dso a sign of prosperity
since it meont a good supply of goat hair waos af one’s disposd.

! Read ond consider how Iscich used the picture of enlarging
atent in 54.2.

! Read Iscich 40:22. How doss the tent describe the
presence of the LORD?

The Gredt Tent

The largest ond most elaborate tent in the
Bible is, of course, the tdoernocle of the | scrIPTURE STUDY
LORD God. After God had led the Isrodlites
out of their slavery in the lond of Egypt He | Tdke some fime fo
had them build afent of worship for Him— | 1899 _dbout The
ncde in Exodus
a ploce where He would come ond dwell 36-40
with them and make His presence known to
them.

Thetabernacle waos richly furnished with gold andlboronze ondthe finest
of linens. The cost for this tent might ecsily aoproach $20 million in

today’s money.

Other “Tents”

Thetent played alargerolein the life ond culture of the Old T estament
Bible people. But the word tent or dweélling place dso shows up in the
New Testament in severd key situations.

! Aquila ond Priscilla (Ac 18) were tent-mckers who
became good friends of the Apostle Paul.

! The “tent” of the body. Paul ond Peter both refer to the
body s a “tent” or temporary dwelling place. Thinking
of our bodies in this way, we ae reminded that our
home is not redly here on eath, but we ae simply
pilgrims on the way to heaven. One day these earthly
“ents”  will become permonent dwellings in heaven
thanks to the sufferings ond death of our Lord Jesus
Christ. See 2 Corinthions 5:1-7; 2 Peter 1:10-19




