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FOH YDU MAKE IVIE GLA BY YOUH DEEDS.

O L ORD:

| SING FOR JOY AT THE WORKS OF YOUR

HANDS

WOMEN IN HYMNODY

INTRODUCTION

The following sketches were written in the fall of 2000 and spring of
2001 for the Redeemer Lutheran Church Ladies’ Group, Sister Lakes,
Michigan. They are compiled here in one booklet for ease of reading
and study.

Thanks be to God for the poetry brought to our worship through the
hymn-writers presented here!

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Colossians 3:16



ANNE STEELE (1717-1778)

Introduction

Some forty years prior to the Americon Revolution, the
hymns of AnneStedewerebeingwritten. Sherepresents
one of the first women to compos e origind hymn texts in
the English longuoge.

Biographicd Highlights

Anne Steele was born in Broughton, Homps hire, England
intheyea 1717. Her father, Williom Stede, worked in
the timber industry but wos dso apat time laoy minister
in the Baptist Church (where he served without pay).

From ealy on, the Lord saw fit to send trids into Anne’s
life. In 1720, her mother possed away af the oge of 36.
From that time on, Anne wos rased by her stepmother.
Twelve years later (1732) she wes boptized, but shortly
theredfter in 1736 more tragedy struck. She fel off a
horse and bady injured her hip, making her an invdid the
rest of her life.

The find bow, however, came in 1737. She wes
engaged to be married to a mon named Elscourt. The
preparations were made for the wedding. The guests had
begun to arive ond dl were owdting the arivd of the
goom. Instead, a messenger came ond informed
everyone that Elscourt had drowned that morning while
swimming in the Avon River. She hadlost her fioncé just
hours before they were to be maried. Anne was never

engoged again.
The Hymns Begin

Some have been in Anne’s situation and become ongry
with God for dlowing such things to hoopen. Yet the
Lordwas using these frids to strengthen her trust in Him
ond to prepare her for the great service she would do for
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the whole Christion Church.

Although she seemed to show on inferest in literature af avery ealy
oge, up to this point Anne had not written onything beyond simple
poems for her friends. At theloss of her beloved, however, it seems
os though her heart opened up and she bbegon pouring out her sorrows,
prayers, prases, and thanksgivings to God on pooer.  After Elscourt
ded, she wrote the following verses:

Father, whate’'er of eathly biss
Thy sovereign will denies,

Accepted ot Thy throne, let this
My humble prayer, arise:

Give me a cdm ond thankful heart,
From every murmur free;

The blessing of Thy grace impart,
And moke me live to Thee.

Let the sweet hope that Thou at mine
My life ond death attend,
Thy presence through my journey shine,
And crown my journey’s end.

As the years went on the output of hymns ond poetry continued to
gow. Findly in 1757, twenty yeas ofter the death of Elscourt,
preparations were mode to have her work published. Her father had
been encouroging her for along time to publish her writing and he
noted happily in his diay dated November 29, 1757 that “This day
Nonny sent apat of her composition to London to be printed. | enfrust
a gracdious God, who endoled ond stirred her up to such a work, to
drect init, and bless it for the good ond comfort of mony!”

Her work indeed served for the good ond comfort of mony. In 1760,
Poems on Subjects Chiefly Devotiond wos maode avdildole under the
pen name Theodosia. By the time of its third printing it contaned 144
hymns, 34 metricd Psdms, ond 30 short poems. Not surprisingly,
much of her poetry dedt with the topics of death, eathly suffering,
ond eternd life in Christ.

In 1769 Williom Steele possed away. That same year, the Bristol
Hymn-book of Ash and Evans (on early Boptist hymnd) included some
of Anne’s hymns for the first tfime. Following that publication, her
work became well known throughout Englond.



In 1808 her hymns were published in the United States for the first
time ond have enjoyed popularity to this day. In 1908 one critic sad,
"Among Baptist hymn-writers Miss Stedle stands of the head, if we
regard either the number of her hymns which have found aplacein the
hymnds of the lcst 120 years, or the frequency with which they have
been sung . . . they ae dmost uniformly simple in longuoge, naturd
ond plecsing in imagery, and full of generd Christion fedling.”

Anne Steele died on November 11, 1778 (age 61) ond wes buried in
the same villoge where she had bbeen born. It is reported that her |ost
words were | know that my Redeemer lives.” On her tombstone ae
these words:

“Silent the lyre, and dumb the tuneful tongue,

That sung on eath her greal Redeemer’s prase;

But now in heaven she joins the ongelic song,
In more harmonious, more exdted lays.”

In the Lutheron Hymnd Anne Stedle’s work is represented by the
following:

141. Enslaved by Sin and Bound in Chains
281. TheSavior Cdls; Let Every Ear

284. Father of Mercies, in Thy Word

363. To Our Redeemer’s Glorious Name
579. Almighty Lord, Before Thy Throne

Religious Views

Miss Stedle waos born ondraised Baptist. In generd, this church does
not fallow S cripturd teaching on Boptism and the Lord's Supper. You
may have noticed that Anne was not boptized until shewaos 15, The
church holds that chilaren must reach a certan oge before they ae to
be boptized. This reflects a misunderstonding of what boptism redly
is. The Bible cdils it a “waoshing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost” (Tit 3:5). Through baptism, God gives forgiveness of sings
which is for everyone. That is why Jesus told His disciples to bagtize
“dl nations.” Baptism is something that God gives 1o us, not alow
that we must fulfill for God. With the Lord's Supper, the Boptists
generdly understand the bread and wine to be only symbols of Christ's
body ond blood. Yet Jesus sad very dealy, “Toke eat . . . this is my
body . . . Tcke drink . . . this is my blood.” We dont understond how

(or in what form) Christ's body and blood is tfogether with the bread
ond wine in communion, but that is what God's Word says we ae
receiving.

Although the Baptists have these difficulties, they do confess ondtrust
in Christ cs their Savior from sin. They ae a Christion church ond
there is every indication that Anne Stedle too believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ and wos saved!

To our Redeemer’s glorious naome Awdke the sacred song.
Oh, may His love immortd flame, Tune evry heat ond tonguel

Dea Lord, while we adoring pay Our humble thonks to Thee,
May every heart with rapture say, “The Savior died for mel”

For Further T hought

Read Deuteronomy 8:11-20. What does v16 say aoout the reason
God dlowed hardship to come to the Isroelites ?

What tests does the Lord dlow into your own life? How have
they made you stronger? Have they driven you toward His Word?

What do Acts 2:38-39 and 1 Peter 3:21 say dbout the power of
Boptism?



FRANCES JANE
FANNY” CROSBY

(1820-1915)

Much of our familia Christion
hymns have come 1o us by waoy of
Engond— offen through women
such o Kaherine Winkworth and
AnneStede Herein Fonny Crosby,
however, we have on Ameriaon to
show us tha the Lord was blessing
His peope with gffedtdent in the
new wold o wdl. She wrote
nealy 2,000 hymns, mckingher the
= most prdific hymn writer of dl

Biogrophicd Sketch

1820 Maadh 24™ marked the begnning of life for Fronces Jone
Gosby. She was born in asmdl onestory cottoge near New
York Gty. Trogedy cometoher ealy. When she was six weeks
oldshecought aslight cdldin her eyes. Thefamily doctor wos
not in town a the time, so oncther country doctor wes odled
in to presaibe freament. The mon wos completdy
incompetent. He recommended tha hot mustard poul ti oes e
agplied to the infonts eyes. The result wos permonent
blindness, dthough she would never habbor any resentment
tfowcard the mon who had ruined her sight. She sdd instecd,
‘Do you know tha if o birth | had bbeen dde 1o mdke one
pefition, it would have been that | should have been born
bind. . . beccusewhen | gef to heaven, thefirst face thar shdl
ever daodden my sight will be tha of my Savior.”

1825 Still praying tha her child could regdn her sight, Fonny's
mother Took her to the best eye speadist in the country, Dr.
Vdentine Mott. Maony friencs end rd dives hd ped pay for the
visit. Neverthdess, the doctor pronouncedthe verdcf that she
would never see again. Wha bothered Fanny most, however,

was the fact thar she mi ght not be dd e to get an education like
other chilaren.

1828 Her first recorded poetry (on the subbedt of her blindness):

O wha ahgopy soul ond 1!

Although | aonnot see,

| omresadved that in this world,

contented | will be.

How many blessings | enjoy,

that other peop e dont.
To wegp ond sigh because I'm blind,

| connot ond | wont!l”

Two ged blind poefs of history, Homer and Milton, were to e
joinedby onother, Fonny Grosby. Fonny would | ater become known
¢s the "Hymn Queen” ond the "Blind Poetess.”

1829 TheCrosby family movedto Ridgefidd, CT. Since her mother
had to work 1o support the fomily, Fonny spent alot of time
with her gandmother. Grondmaintroduced the young grl to
the Bible ond she begon to read the Sariptures feverishly.
Blessed with on amazing photoggohic memory, it is
doaumented tha Fonny could redte from memory the
Pentaeudh, the book of Ruth, most of the Psdms, Proverts,
Song of Solomon, and muah of the New T estament.

1835 An exdting cnnouncement is made that Fonny’s mother wes
dde to send he to aspedd schodl, the Institution for the
Blindin New York City. On March 3 the journey wos made
from Ridgefie d by stagecoach ond boat. During her yeas s
a student, she wrofe more and more poetfry. Although her
teachers dd not particulaly encouroge her, mony others dd.
One day aDr. Comboe of Boston cometo visit the students. Of
her hesad, "And hereis apoetess. Givetoher every possible
encouragement. Read the best books o her ond teach her the
finest that is in poetry. You will hea from this young |ody
someday. “ Poetry she would write,



1843 Attheageof 23, Fonny was invitedto spedk beforethe U nited
Stades Congess on bendf of her schoadl. (The school was
seskingfederd fundngto continueits work.) Shepddftribbute
to Congess in apoem ond then begon paying fribute to the
Lord by redting poems doout the aare of her loving Savior.
Among those present to hear her address were such notdoles
¢ John Quincy Adams ond Efferson Davis. It is sad tha her
worcs were so movingthd there wes scarody ady eyein the
room when she was finished. After this, she begon to mcke
friends with many of the gredr paliticd ondrdigous leaders of
her dagy. During her lifetime she was persondly aooudnted
with dl the presidents except George Washington (lohn
Adams, Thomeos Jfferson, Jomes Madison, Jomes Monroe,
John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Martin Von Buren,
Williom Henry Harrison, John Tyler, Jomes K. Pak, Zachay
Taoylor, Millad Fillmore, Jomes Buchanan, Alrachaom Linoaln,
Andrew Johnson, Ulysses Gront, Rutherford Hoyes, Jomes
Gafidd, Chestar Arthur, Grover Cevdaond, Benjomin
Harison, Williom MdcKinley, Teddy Roosevdt, Williom
HowardT oft, Woodrow Wilson). Sheenjoyedespeddly dose
friencships with Von Buren, Harison, Tyler, Pdk, ond
Cevdond Moy of the presidents aome to visit the Institute
for the Blind.

1844 Her first book wos published— The Blind Girl and Other
Poerrs.

1847 Fonny become aninstructor a the Institute.

1851 Aftendngarevivd servicein New York Gity, Fonny devoted
her life ond work to the Lord. She bbecome afdthful memiboer
of St. ohns Methodist Episcopd Church in New York Gity.

1858 Maach 5™ saw her mariedto Alexander VanAlstyne. It wes a
hoppy marriage tha would contfinue until his dedh 44 yeas
|ater. Alexonder was ag fted musid an who would write tunes
for his wifes many hymns. By the time of her marrioge, she
was dready wdl known cs awriter of rdigous poetry.

1864 She waos under contract with her pubdisher Bigdow & Mdn
Co.) to write three hymns per week. They begon to use pen
nomes for her so tha their hymn collections dd not gopear 1o

e written by only one person! Altogether, Fonny Crosby
wrote under more than 200 pen names.

1864-1909  Theseyeas makedthe mgority of her hymn-writing
She was on emotiond poet who fried 1o write decrly
ondpowerfully so chiladren couldunderstond. Shedso
wrote many devotiond (orose) books during these
yeqas.

1910 Shededaed, My lovefor theHdady Bible ondits sacred truth
is stronger ond more predous to me a ninety than a
nineteen.”

1915 OnFeoruay 11Min the eveningshepennedher Icst lines ina
note of comfort o a sorrowing friend whose daughter had
recently ded. “You will reach theriver brink, someswest day,
bye ond bye.” Fanny went to e with the Lord hersdf just
hours |dfer o doout 3:00om on Felruary 12™M, just short of her
95™ pirthday. She wes buriedin Briogeport, CT.

Religous Views

Foony Gosby wes a membe of the
Method st Church most of her life. Although
she placed undue emphcsis a times on her
‘aoy of conversion” ond was suject to . =
other influence from the Reformed = '
churches, she knew ondtrustedin the Lord |
Jesus for sdvdion. Q
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Fanny Qrosby in her study

Famous Hymns

Her two most fanous works ae Safein the
Arms of esus and Blessed Assurance. In apdl tcken of the favorite
Christion hymns of dI fime, Blessed Assurance ronked highly o
number tweve. Unfortunady, none of CGrosbys hymns ae
representedin The Lutheron Hymnd.

Blessed cssuronoe, Jssus is mine!
O wha aforetcste of gory divinel
Her of sdvdion, purchcse of God,
Born of his spirit, washedin his blood.
This is my story, this is my song, Prasingmy Savior di the doy long



SARAH FULLER FLOWER ADAMS
(1805-1848)

LOVE O Lovel thou mokest dl things
even
In earth or heaven;
Finding thy way through prison-bars
Up to the stars;

Or, true to the Almighty plan,
That out of dust created maon,
Thou lookest in a grave,

—to see Thine immortdity!

A DELICATE LIFE

Saoh Flower Adams is another in

the long line of English women who have had a noticedole
influence on Christion poetry ondhymn writing even down tothe
present day. She was born on February 22, 1805, of Harlow,
Essex, Engond. Her father, Benjamin Flower, was ajourndist
ond paoliticion.  Her mother Eliza died in 1810, but not before
giving birth to another daughter (dso named Elizo).

Saoh ondElizawere blessed with gifts that complemented each
other: Elizawos a musicion, ond Sach wos a poef. As you
might expect, one would write words ond the other would put
them to music.

In 1834, Saoh married Williom Bridges Adoms, a civil engineer
ond on inventor.  His work took them to London where they
would live— ond separated Sarah from her sister. Nevertheless,
the two remdned very dose,

Unfortunately, both daughters had inherited the “weckness“ of
their mother. They were both frdl young ladies ond often given
to bouts of sickness. Once in London, Saoh had hoped to
pursue a career in acting, but her hedth would not permit it.
Around 1837 she waos ddle to play Lady Macheth on stage, but

that wos dl. As her acting daility faoded, she began to focus
more on her writing and became agood friend of the well known
English poet Robert Browning.

In 1841, her five act aramatic poem Vivia Perpetua wos
published, It wos apoem aoout the ecrly Christion maortyrs. In
1845 onother book, The Flock at the Fountdn wos mode
avadlaole to the public, She dso wrote a children’s catechism
and some hymns. Saroh Adams did not have the same volume
of work s some of the other hymnists (e.g. Anne Stede or
Fronces Havergd) but one that she wrote hos bbecome cs famous
s any in the world,

Poor hedth wes findly to dam the lives of Sarch ond her sister
Eliza In 1846, Elizawaos struck with tuberculosis and her sister
rushed to her bedside to help. It wos along illness until Eliza
possed away in December, ond it proved to be too much for
Saoh who contracted the disecse s well. On August 14,
1848, she pcssed away of St. Martin in the Fields, Middesex,
Engond. At both Elizas funerd ond Saadh’s, the hymns sung
were by them— the words by Sarch ond music by Eliza

“THE” HYMN

THE WORDS — As mentioned ealier, Sarch Flower Adoms
was to write one hymn that would live in the minds ond on the
lips of millions ofter her. The hymn wos Neaer, my God, to
Thee (LH 533) written in 1841.

Whether it wos the struggles with her own hedth that prompted
her to pen the famous lines, we do not know for sure. It is not
likely, however, that such events weighed heavily on her mind
when she wroteit. At the time, Saoch ond her sister were busy
writing and compiling music for anew hymn book. They worked
at the request of their Unitarion postor, Williom J. Fox.

One doy Fox waos tdking with the sisters doout his sermon for
the next Sunday. He was preaching on Genesis 28:10-22, the
story of Jocob' s dream aof Bethd. Eliza suggested that Saroh
write the story into verse, onother hymn for the hymn book. In



Jacob’s aream aof Bethel, he #w‘,..'.....
saw the ongels of God going | .
up ond down a lodder to|

heaven. Saoh took from that s
the thought of being “"dose to =
God” ondwrotethese words: =

The Titanic

Necarer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee
E'en though it be a cross that raseth me,
Still dl my song shdl be, Nearer my God, to Thee,
Necarer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.

Tho' like awaonderer, The sun gone down,
Dakness be over me, My rest astone,

Yet in my dreams 1'd be Nearer, my God, to T hee,
Necarer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee

Four yeas ofter the text was first published in Englond, it made
its gopeaonce in the United States o5 part of James Freeman
Clake sDiscples’ Hymn Book published in Boston.

THE TUNE— It is abit undear whether or not Eliza wrote a
tune for these words of her sister's. In Englond, it wos sung
to melodies by John B. Dykes ond Sir Arthur Sulliven. In 1859
the compilers of anew hymnd csked Lowell Mason to write a
new melody. He wrote the tune Bethany which hos bbeen used
for it ever since.

THE STORIES— There ae some interesting stories
ossociated with this hymn. The first ond most "mysterious *
involves the Titanic discster of 1912, On April 14™ of that
year the huge British possenger liner struck anicebergondsank
while on her way to New York. Over 1,500 lives were lost.
It wos reported by some of the survivors that the ship’s bond
wes playing Saadh’s hymn Nearer, my God, fo Theecs theship
went down. Although ogreement is not unonimous by ony
meons (other survivors report hearing other music, hence the

‘mystery”), this hymnis the one that hos been attributed to the
Titanic sinking ever since. It has made its aopearance dutifully

in every movie made doout the discster. In dl likelihood, the
band did play her hymn in addition to others.

A second historicd connection to this hymn involves President
Willion McKinley who was shot on September 6, 1901 ond died
eight doys later. The attending physicion reported thaf anong
McKinley's lost words were “Nearer, my God, to Thee, €en
though it be a cross,” has bbeen my constant prayer.” On the
doy of his funerd, dfter five
minutes of silence across the
nation, bonds in Union ond
Madison Squares in New York
City played the hymn in memory
of the fdlen president. It wos
dso ployedat amemorid service
for him in Westminster Abbey,
London.

President McKinley ond his wife

IN CONCLUSION

Saach Flower Adams beonged to the Unitaion Church in
Engond. The Unitarions do not believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. You may have even noticed the dosence of any
referenceto Jesus in her most famous hymn. We con only hope
that the fath found in her heat when she died weos different
than what her church taught. How thankful we con be that we
are indeed "Nearer to God” because of Christ’s work.



FRANCES RIDLEY

HAVERGAL
(1836-1879)

Although her life wos short, Fronces
Hovergd represents ashining conde
in the history of English hymn
writing. Her deep love for the Lord
» Jesus is evident in her works which
ae known throughout the world.

The Ealy Years

Fronces waos born on December 14, 1836 aof Astley Rectory in
Engond, the youngest in a family of six chiloren. Her father (a
musician) gave her the nickname little quicksilver” which
des cribed her chilohood years quite accurately. She was giftedin
inteligence ond caility well beyond her yeas. Under the
instruction of on older sister (Miriam), she waos reading books by
oge three ond the Bible af age four. In 1847, Fronces lost her
mother to illness. Before Mrs. Havergd died, however, she told
her daughter: “You ae my youngest little girl, ond | fed more
onxious dbout you than the rest. | do pray for the Holy Spirit to
lead ond guide you. And remember, nothing but the precious
blood of Christ con make you deon ond lovely in God's sight.”

Thevyears that followed were difficult. From that time on, Fronces
thought often doout the Lord ond doout His Son Jesus. She knew
herself ahelpless sinner. She spent timereading her Bible, but just
could not believe that Jesus had done such wonderful things for
her.

In 1850 she went away to boarding school where the principd,
Mrs. Teed, continued to bring her the word of God ond the
ossuronce that Jesus waos her Savior. Through the witness of
Mrs. Teed ond severd dassmates af the school, the Holy Spirit
worked firm conviction and trust in the heart of young Fronces.
The years of restlessness ond disscatisfaction were over.

Growing in Grace

In 1851 her father remarried, on event which ended up being ajoy
todl. In 1852 the family movedto Germony for ayea so that her
father, who was losing his sight, could see an eye-specidist.
While the fomily waos there, Frances attended a Germon school
under the supervision of Postor Kraft. Much to her dismay, she
found no one among the 110 other students who were interested
in their Savior. It caused her to search the Scriptures even more
dligently ond she grew in her knowledge of Christ and her trust
in Him.

Back in Englond, Fronces and her lifdlong friend Elizdoeth Clay
studied the Scriptures together. They would toke wdks in the
country ond repeat dternate verses with one onother. Fronces
couldrecite dl the Gospels, Epistles, Revelation, the Psadms, ond
[sdoh from memory. During this fime she dso begon feaching
Sunday Schoal, to which her aomazing memory waos put to heavy
use. Her chief ogjectives during this timeweretoteach theselittle
ones cbout their efernd life in heaven with Jesus.

T he Poelry

In 1865, af the age of 29, Miss Havergd returned to Germaony to
visit friends she had met during her previous visit. She had been
composing hymn verses and music for severd yeas ond her
German friends tdked her into showing them to a man named
Hiller— aweéll-known compos er of the day. At first she wouldnoft,
but findly she wrofte to Hiller and he ogreed to see her. After
looking of the music she had written, he csked what regular music
professor she had had. When she answered none, he couldhady
bdlieve it. Hiller himself begon to popularize her music.



T hrough Many T rids

Miss Havergd was plogued with ill hedth W
much of her life. In 1866 her output of poetry “';

hadslowed consideraoly dueto her condition.
Sheoncewrotein aletter that "God's crosses
ae often made of stronge ond unexpected |
materid.” Shelived with her sister for atime, |
but begon to fed that she wes too much a |
burden. She did abit of fraveling during this
time, visiting London ond parts of Scotlond.

On Ecster Sunday, 1870, her beloved father suffered astroke ond
pcssed away. Nevertheless, Frances ond her stepmother did not
sorrow s those who have no hope, but they knew he wos at
home with the Lord.

The Later Years

After the death of her father, she went to work collecting her
hymns for publication in avolumetitled Havergd'’s Psdmody. She
dso went on ahiking trip to Switzerlond with her friend Elizcoeth
Clay. In Zermatt, Switzerlond, she tels of bringing the Gospel of
Jesus to ayoung watress in arestauront. In 1872, back agan in
Engond, she begon to withess to laundry girls by going to the
launary itsef. All the while, her publications of hymns ond posetry
continued. Under the Surface ond Ministry of Song were made
avdlaole.

A Gred Cloud of Witnesses

Thelost years of her lifewerefully devoted to spreading the good
news of Jesus’ work. She wrote severd devotiond books which
were published under her name (they are still avdlaole today).
There have been mony hymn writers, but there have been few
who have so enfirely devoted themselves to sharing their fath cs
ddFronces Havergd. The Holy Spirit blessed her with adeep love
for the Gospel ond the courage to spedk not only with her pen but
with her mouth.

“T oke My Life ond Let it Be”

The winter of 1877 ond spring of 1878 were difficult times for
Mrs. Havergd (Fronces * stepmother) ondshepossed oway on May
26,1878.In 1879, thetime come for Fronces hersdf to be taken
to the Lord Jesus. Having visited asick sdlor in a hospitd, she
contracted a fever. A week Iater on May 29™ she was dealy
dying s peritonitis set in. Her brother Fronk come to be with her.
She csked him to sing to her Jerusdem, My Hgopy Home and
together they song How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds. A
rush of sickness then come upon her ondshe wos gone. Her body
is buried in Astley Churchyardin Englond. On her headstone, by
her request, ae the words of 1 John 1:7 The Blood of Jesus
Christ His Son Cleaonseth Us From All Sin.

Tcke my life ond let it be Consecrated, Lord to Theg;
Tcke my moments ond my days,
Let them flow in cecseless praise.

Tcke my love, my Lord | pour At Thy feet its tfrecsure store;
T cke mysdf, ond | will be
Ever, only, dl for Thee.



: Severd published callections of Jane Lesson’s ae known
Jone ElizaLesson (] 807']882) today. If you ever see one of them in aused book store, buy

Anna Hoppe (1889-1941) it! Copies arerare:
Anna Magdelena Meyer (1867—7)

Infant Hymnings and Hymns and S cenes of Chilahood, 1842
The Child’s Book of Bdlads, 1849
Songs of Christion Chivdry, 1848

In our study of women in hymnody, we have been forfunate to Pagohrases and Hymns for Congregationd Singing, 1853
have alot of information af our disposd. For those who wrote

much, it seems o though much waos written doout them. Works of hers of which we would e more familiar include TLH
Fronces Havergd, for example, even authored an autobiograohy. 191 Christ the Lordis Risen Today (fronsloted by Leeson from
The situation is different, however, for the three women listed the Latin); ond TLH 627 Gradious Savior, Gentle Shepherd
coove. Information is spase and pictures of them are difficult

tofind. They came ondwent, not leavingimpressions with their Independent Study:

lives, but with the poetry they have given the Christion world.

JANE ELIZA LEESON

We know where she lived (Engond) and the years of her life
(1807-1882), but little else beyond that. Appaently she
become awell known figure in the Catholic Apostolic Church,
contributing nine hymns ond translations to its hymn book.
Later in her life she entered the Roman Catholic Church.

Appaently Miss Leeson waos abit Pentecostd in her theology
o well. Some of her hymns were supposedy produced s
“propheticd utteronces,” under the prompting of the Holy
Spirit. A fellow member of her congregation recorded one
such event of a service in Bishopsgate Church: "It wos
delivered slowly, with short pauses befween the verses, a
pause three times cs long s anyone would ordinarily make in
reading. | have not known onyone with similar gift; but |
have head of on improvisatore who fa surpossed Miss
Lesson. She only exercised her gift of long intervds and
could choose her own time ond her own subject. He
improvisedvery frealy, much moreropidy, ond on any sulject
chosen for him by others.”

Jane Lesson ddmed of fimes to be spedking by the Holy
Spirit when she wrote her hymns. In what sense could you
say that she was specking by the Holy Spirit? In what sense
would you say that she probably was not? See if these
possages help you come to your condusions: 2 Pet 1:16-21;
Jn17:17; 1 Cor 12:3; 1Jn4:1; 1 Cor 12:1-12; 2 Cor 4:6.

ANNA BERNADINE DOROTHY HOPPE

OnMay 7, 1889, AnnaHoppe wos born to parents Allbert ond
Emily in Milwaukee, WI. Ealy in her chilohood she wrote
patriotic verses, but of the age of 25 she begon to dedicate
her tdents to writing spiritud poetry.

Lutheran in her theology and a member of the Wisconsin
Synod, redligious periodcds such o the Northwestern
Lutheran begon to print her hymns. (The Northwestern
Lutheran is the Wisconsin Synods equivdent of the CLC
Spokesman.)

Shewaos basicdly self-educated. Her formd traning included
only grade schoal. She entered abusiness office ond had a
few months of traning of evening dosses. Nevertheless, she
worked hard of her jobs ond of her hymns.  Amid the hustle
and bustle of modern life she wrote, "Mony of my hymns




have been written on my way to ond from church ondto ond
fromwork. | utilize my lunch hours for typing the hymns ond
keeping up correspondence. | used to do quite a bit of
writing on Sundaoy afternoons, but now we have alLoymen’s
Hour in our church af that time, ond | do not like to miss it.
| dso attend our Fundomentd Bible lectures, Jewish mission-
meetings, and the like. Still | find a minute here and therein
which to jot down some verse.”

Her output of hymns grew, ond a collection wos published
under the title Songs of the Church Yea. In 1930, the
American Lutheran Hymnd induded eight of her hymns.

You con find Anna Hoppe's work in The Lutheron Hymnd:.
#88 This Night a Wondrous Revelation (franslated)
#419 O'er Jerusdem Thou Weepest

ANNA MAGDELENA MEYER

Independent Study

For ahome devotion during Lent, read Lk 19:41-48 ond then
see how Anna put those words into verse in Hymn 419,

On November 14, 1867, Annawaos born to Georg and Ottilie
Plehn in Alt-Ruednitz, Neumark, Germony. Her father had
been the teacher of alLutheran Schoaol there since 1859.

In 1869, Georg resigned from his position and moved his
family to America He entered the Missouri Synod Seminary
a St. Louis ond was received into the postord ministry in
1871. The family moved to Loke Ridge, MI, ond then to
Tecumseh, MI, where he served congregations for short
periods before acoepting acdl to acongregation in Chippewa
Fdls, WI where he served for 22 years.

In wos at Chippewa Fdls that Anna received her schoadling,
first at a Christion Doy school ond then af the locd high
school— dfter which she taught high school for a numiber of
yeas. She married apostor by the nome of Christion Meyer
on July 25, 1893, in Howad, SD. They lived in Nebroska,
[llincis, ond Wisconsin cs he served different congregations.

During this time AnnaMeyer wrote hymns thot were primcrily
published in church periodicds. One of her tronslations from
the origind Germon copears in The Lutheran Hymnd. Written
by one of the founding fathers of the Missouri Synod, C. F.
W. Wdther, it is Hymn 198 He’s Risen, He's Risen, Christ
Jesus, the Lord

He's risen, He's risen, Christ Jesus the Lord
He opened decth’s prison, the Incarnate Word,
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilont song,

And, eath, sea, ond mountain,

the poean prolong.




ELIZABETH CLEPHANE
(1830-1869)

Now there stood by the aoss of Jesus His
mother, ond His mother' sister, May the
wife of Clopcs, ond May Maogddene (Jn
19:25).

Wha would it have been like to stand there ™
a the foot of the aoss with Jesus” mother, May the wife of Clopcs,
ond May Magddeneg? Yet one might say tha during the secson of
Lent wedl stand by the aoss of Jesus. |n spirit we have gone badk to
Jerusdem thepost few wesks acnd heard agdn the a owds shoutingthar
Jesus be audfied We have seen Pilade wosh his hands in that famous
gesture of thoughtlessness ond expedence. Each yea we consider
ogan what the Passion of our Lord means—wha the aoss means.

We “stond beneath the aoss of Jesus” gxing up d His taribe
suffering not because we a e compdled o do so, bout because of what
Jesus gove to us there on Cdvary.

Beoause of the aross we have confidence.

Beoause of the aoss our sins ae forgven.

Beoause of the aross we love one another.

Because of the aoss we enjoy freedom from efernd decth.
Beoause of the aross we proddm it

Beoouse of the aross we aon faoe God.

Beoouse of the aross

Because of the aross

As Christions, our hope and joy, our strengh ond haopiness is
centered in the aoss just cs the Apostle Paul sad to the Corinthians,
“For | determined not o know anything amnong you exagpt Jesus
Christ ond Him audfied.”

It wes Elizaoeth Cephane who once wrote a Lenten hymn titled
Beneath the Cross of Jesus. Her worcs expr essed both the sorrow and

the joy of looking toward the aross— the sorrow thar it wes our sins
tha put Jesus there and the joy tha it was there tha Christ took

them awgy.

Elizaoeth CedliaDougdcs Clegphane was one of the few women hymn
writers of Scotlond. Shewes bornin Edinburghin 1830, the doughter
of the county sheriff. She gew up in aloving home with her faher,
mother, and two sisters.  Followingthe dedth of her faher, Elizadoeth
moved to the villoge of Mdrose, doout 30 miles southecst of
Edinburgh where she spent the rest of her (short) life

Elizdoeth wes the ™“fr dl” memboer of her family. Throughout her life
shefought various hedth prodems of her own, which only seemed to
lecd her 1o gve a considerdde amount of her time to the poor ond
needy in her community. She became known & T he Sunbbecm of
Mdrose” for thejoy ondlaughter she brought to thepeope. Sheaond
her sisters worked had rasingmoney for load charities and gving of
thar own fincndd resourcss. At onepoint they even soldther horses
ond aariages o hdp apaticulaly needy family.

Along with hdping the poor in bbody, however, she dso hdped the
poor in spirit through her poetry.  Elizaoeth Clgphane enjoyed writing
poems for her friends ond rddives and had doout eéight of them
pudlished cnonymously (ond posthumously) in aScottish Presoyterion
mogine adled the Family Trecsury.

Only two of her hymns survive today, both of which have become
quite popular in Christion drdes. Oneis titled The Ninety and Nine,
andthe other, tha famous Lenten hymn mentioned ealier— Beneath
the Cross of Jesus.

Benedfth the Cross of Jesus wes writtenin 1868, just one year before
Miss Clephone ded. It waos pudished in the Family Trecsury three
yeas laer in 1872, Hea orignd hymn contdned five stanzes, but
most hymnds indude only the three printfed on the next page. The
tune, “St. Christopher,” wes composed spedficdly for this text in
1881 by Frederick Chales Mcker (1844-1927). Mr. Mcke wes an
cooomplished church orgonist and music teacher in Bristol, Engand.



Passion

ST. CHRISTOPHER. 7.6 8.6.8.6.8.6.
EvizansTd C, CLEPHANE, 1830-18060

FREDERICK C, MAKER, 1844=1027
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Jeremich 9:2

Isddn 28:12

Isddh 4:6

Matt 11:30

Matt 27:36

cd 6:14

One of the striking things doout the hymn
Beneah the Cross of Jesus is the ged
number of referencss and dlusions to

Saipture within the text,

Look a the

fdlowing Bibe verses and see where they

{ find expression in the hymn:

Isdch 32:2

4 Psdm 63:1

With the hdp of God, may our words ond thoughts echo those of

stonzathreg

| tcke, O aoss, thy shadow
for my doiding place
| sk no other sunshine than
the sunshine of His faog
content to lef the world go by,
to know no gan nor loss,
my sinful sef my only shame,
my dory dl the aoss.



During he first year ¢ an invdid, Cé&sa Mdan came to visit her.
Mdaon wes anoted evangdist from Geneva, Switzerlond. Seaing
her sidk and discouraged, hetoldher, Y ou must comejust cs you
ae, asinngr, to the Lamb of God tha tckes amay dl sin” From
tha doy on, afriendship devd oped between Mdon ond Elliott thar
lcsted some 40 yeas. It waos lagdy through Mdan's Christion
withess tha Charlotte come to know and love her Savior most
infimatdy.

CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT
(1789-1871)

Thelcst in our series of Women in Hymnody
comes to us onceagain from Engaond. U nlike S
some ofthers, Chalotte Elliott dd not write o |
tremendous anount of hymns (acound200),
nor ae ha hymns exosotiondly popular
todaoy—with the exaeption of two:  Just ¢ |
Am (LH 388) ond My God My Fahe,
While | Stray (LH 418).

Now confined to her rooms ad Westfidd Lodge in Brighton, she
turned her dtenfion foward spiritud writings, espeddly poetry.

The sugects of ha poetry, & you might expect, concarn the
tfroudes of this life ond the dory tha is ours in Christ Jesus who
forgves dl sin. It hcs been sad that, “more than ahdf century of
suffering went info the making of Miss Elliott’s hymns. ”

BIOGRAPHICAL SKET CH

About her physiad condtion she wrote,
"My heavenly faher knows, ond He done, wha it is, doy dter

The yea wos 1789 ond springwcsjusT aound the corner when doy, ond hour cfter hour, to ﬁg’ff og:insT bodily feelings of

Chalotte Elliott wes born on Maach 18™ to her parents, Mr. ond dmost overpowering wedkness and langour and exhaustion, 1o

Mrs. Charles Ellioft.  She aome from some rather well-known resolve, & Heenddes meto do, not to yidd to theslothfulness,

anosstors, . He" gmdfdhef wes Rev. Henry Venn who wes a the dgoression, theirritdality, such cs abody aouses melongto

popular minister in the Church of Endond - Rev. Vemn had inculge, but fo rise every morning determined on toking this for

supported Williom Wilberforoe, the famous Endish palitidan and my motto: 'If any man will comecfter me, let him deny hirmsalf,

acdlitionist. tcke up his aross ddly, and follow me. ™

Thereis nof muah informaion avdldde concerning Miss Elliott’s

dhilchood. She dd have alorother, H. V. Ellioft, who became a With the help of her brother, much of her poetry wes pudlished in

minister in the Church of Engand. In he young coult yea's she the following five fitles:

entertaned hersdf by writing humorous poefry and developed an

interest in music ond at.  She wes unusudly weal eduocated for a e Thelnvdids Hymn Book (1834-1841)

wornaon of her aoy. « Psdms and Hymns for Public, Private, and Sodd Worship
, (1835-1848)

Her youthful vigor was not to lcst, however. In 1821, a the age e Hours of Sorrow (1836)

of 32, shewas struck with serious illness. T helcst fifty years of her o Hymns for aWesk (1839)

life she lived s an invdid. She moved from Clgoham (where she o Thoughts in Verse on Sarred Subjedts (1869)

wcs born) to Brighton, Engand.



For further thought:

e Many of the hymn writers we have studied in this series
have had physicd diments of some kind ond were invdics
mucdh of thair lives. For exanple, the maost pradlificpoet in
history— Fonny Grosby with 9,000 hymns— wes dlind
from kirth.

e Doyouthink tha thar diments actudly hdpedthemwrite
the worcs they dd?

e How an our own troudes encourage us to turn o our
loving God ond His Son Jesus Christ? What is our naturd
recction when faong had times?

e Wha doss Romens 5:1-5 haveto say doout the difficulties
we faoe in this life?

“JUST AS| AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA”

IT wos 1836 when Miss Elliott penned the hymn tha hes fbeen a
favorite of Christions ever since. Inthd year her brother ond other
membears of he family were invited to hdp with afundrdser to
build a cdllege in Brighton for the daughters of poor dergymen.
Muach to her dsgopointment, Charlottes hedth would not permit
her to e adtivdy involved with the project.  As she thought doout
how she could hdp, she rememboered the worcs of Césa Mdan
yeas exlier ond dso the text of John 6:37, “All tha the Faher
gves Me will come to Me, and the one who comes 1o Me | will by
NO mMeans acst out. ”

Just o8 | am, without one plea

But that T hy Hood was shed for me LOOK
And tha Thou biddst me cometo Thee THELAMB
O Lamb of God, | come, | come. OFGOD
Just s | om ond wating not WHO
Toridmy soul of one dark bot, TAKES
ToThee, whosedood aon decnseecch spot, | AWAY
O Lamb of God, | come, | come THESIN
OF THE

At first, the poem wos pudished
anonymously, leading to on interesting WORLD!
exchange between the author ond her ————
doctor. Lyingin ahospitd room, the doctor came to Charlotte one
doy ond gove ha aledflet with thetext of Just as | Amprintedinside.
T he doctor had no ideashewas the cuthor. Hesdd thar copies of the
poem were baing sold and the money wes baing gven to St. May’s
Hdl (the college for grls tha she had wanted so mudh to hdp the
yea before). She wept tears of joy when she redized tha she had
een ddeto contribute to the effort. Theare ae many anecdotes ond
stories conoerning this hymn. It has been used by missionaries
throughout the world for the dea ond simple woy it portrays our
Savior who has waoshed away di our sins by His dedth on the aross.

Chalotte Ellioft ded on September 22, 1871 and is buried o St.
Andrews Churdh in the village of Hove, Sussex, Endond.

For further thought: T he hymn contdns mony Saripturd dlusions.
1) John 1:29; thelcst line of evary verse
2) 2 Corinthians 7:5; verse 3 lines 2-3
3) Luke4:18; varse4 lines 1-2
4) Ephesians 2:14; varse 6 line 2
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